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Our mission is to preach the Gospel, worship God,
renew our hearts and minds, and serve others.

This Sunday (November 5, 2023) we celebrate All Saints Day. We will have
the INGATHERING of our pledges of wealth, and of our time and talent during
the 8am and 10:30am services. Pledges will be gathered during the offertory
and brought to the altar. If you previously mailed your pledge cards, they will
be added to the Ingathering to be brought to the altar as well.

Thoughts from a Deacon
Thoughts From a Deacon 11/01/23

From Billy Joel’s song “Just the Way You Are”….I
will not leave you in times of trouble……I took the
good times, I’ll take the bad times, I’ll take you
just the way you are…… I said I love you, that’s
forever, and this I promise from the heart, I
couldn’t love you any better. I love you just the
way you are….”  Could very well be God telling us
how much he loves us.
And from the Sequence Hymn last week “Jesu,
Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”…..show us how to
serve the neighbors we have from You……
Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color
and race, neighbors are near us and far away…”
All the verses say so much. This is the way we
should live, right? Filled with God’s love.

Father Sam told us to set aside the Bible wars and just love others and be
loved too, just the way you are. I love this so much.

I was fortunate enough to recently be invited to the 1st Victory Home dinner
and listened as various people, not just those who were living at Victory Home,
spoke about their lives. They all realized it’s about love and how much God
loves them, and that love can carry them through anything.

And then I was able to go see Rabun Gap’s Cirque. Wow! Those kids absolutely
loved performing for us and I know how much their teachers loved teaching,
coaching, and guiding them, (most of the time - ask Mary Lauren), sharing the
gifts, we have.
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And then, someone at church shared about a certain life changing time for
them, in which they never, ever doubted God’s love for them. God loves us
just the way we are.

This Sunday we remember Saints. A Saint is a “holy one,” someone who is set
apart for God’s special purposes. You know what that means?! Every follower
of Jesus Christ is a Saint, and they’re everywhere. They are role models, are
unusually good at teaching people to live lives of good character. Saints are
workers, good helpers, intercessors, people we go to for comfort and advice,
people who bring us joy. Saints are those who struggle and find God’s love,
they are strangers we suddenly see, and young people sharing their talents.
Saints try hard to follow the teachings of Jesus, to love and serve one another.
We are sinners too, but when we trust Jesus with our lives, He transforms us
into new people with new hearts, becoming saints. Every day Saints are just
regular sinners who happen to be forgiven.
That’s all of us, and He loves us just the way we are.

We celebrate All Saint’s Day for those who have passed and for those still here.
Amen.

St. James Welcomes
Reverend Dr. James B. Shumard

On Sunday October 22nd, Alan White, Senior
Warden, and the Rev. John Templeton, Chairman
of the Search Committee, announced that the
Reverend Dr. James B. Shumard will be coming
to St. James as the Priest in Charge. Father Jim
will retire at the end of this month from full-time
ministry at the St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in
Casper, Wyoming. He will begin his ministry here
on the first Sunday in Advent, Dec. 3, 2023.

While Dr. Shumard has been a priest at St.
Mark’s in Wyoming for the past eight years, he
has an extensive resume of growing up and
serving Episcopal churches in Georgia. Positions
include Rector at St. Michael’s in Waynesboro,
St. Francis of the Islands in Savannah, St.
Andrews in Hartwell and St. Albans’s in Elberton.

He also traveled with his father, the Rev. Gabby Shumard, who served as an
occasional supply clergy here at St. James when we were located in the
storefront in downtown Clayton during the 1970s. He has extensive formal
training with two Doctor of Ministry degrees, a Master of Divinity degree and a
BA in Religion. He was ordained by the Diocese of Atlanta in 1997.

As Priest in Charge, he will work approximately three days each week and
conduct services three out of four Sundays each month. He plans to be present
for any special services or events. We are excited about Father Jim coming to
St. James and we will welcome him with a meet-and-greet reception between
services at 9:00 a.m. on Dec. 3rd. If you have any questions or would like
additional information, please contact Alan or John.



MISSION and MINISTRY

How are you called to Serve?

Acolytes
Acolytes serve God through their service in the church. They assist the priest
at God's Table and the congregation throughout the service. Leading by our
example of dignity and reverence; thereby proclaiming the good News of our
Lord Jesus Christ's love. The acolytes are instrumental in helping the services
to run smoothly. This ministry is open to those ages eight and up.
Contact Deacon Susi Roessler, HERE

Altar Guild
The duty of the Altar Guild is to prepare all things necessary for the conduct
and celebration of public worship at St. James. Members are responsible for
maintaining linens and all accouterments for the Eucharist for both Sunday
services as well as funerals and weddings. Volunteers work out their own
schedule, setting up on Saturday. Cleanup is done immediately after each
service. All brass and silver and all linens are shined/ironed by the Altar Guild
volunteers. Volunteers, both men and women, are always needed and
welcomed. Contact Bonnie Klinect, HERE

Choir
Music is an important part of worship at St. James. The choir sings each
Sunday, September through May, at the 10:30am service. We are an all-
volunteer group; no auditions required—just a love of singing. We’re a friendly
group and are always on the lookout for new voices. Speak to any member or
the director. The choir also is integral to special services throughout the year.
Contact Mary Lauren Keeny, HERE

DOK
The Daughters of the King (DOK) is an Order of women dedicated to a life of
Prayer, Service and Evangelism. We have made a commitment to Jesus as our
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Savior, and we follow Him as Lord of our lives. We welcome new members.
DOK members are communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches in
communion with it, or churches in the Historic Episcopate. Today our
membership includes those in the Anglican, Episcopal, Lutheran (ELCA), and
Roman Catholic churches. Contact Mary Flanigen, HERE

Fellowship:
Book Club: The Book Club meets once a month for lunch and
discussion of the current book the club is reading. A variety of
authors and topics, representing good fiction, nonfiction and
progressive theology are enjoyed by members. We meet at
10:30am in the Parish Hall on the 3rd Friday of each month.
Coffee Hour: Following the 10:30 service, coffee and light
refreshments are served. This is a a good opportunity to visit
with members and visitors alike. 
Foyers: Foyers provides an opportunity through fellowship to
get to know other members of the parish. Small, informal
groups come together, usually monthly, over a simple meal.
Groups are formed at the beginning of the year and new
members are added as needed.
Retirees Luncheon: Retirees meet once a month in a local
restaurant to socialize over lunch. 

Flower Guild
The Flower Guild is responsible for placing flowers on the altar each Sunday,
year-round, and for arranging flowers for various parish functions, such as
picnics, the Bishop's visit, and baptisms. The Guild works very hard on
holidays, such as Christmas and Easter, to make St. James special for
members and visitors. Our annual Flower Festival embraces many in the
Church doing all kinds of tasks together. Anyone interested in flower arranging
is invited to join us. Our group is comprised of both men and women, and we
have a great time together. Contact Betsy Elsas, HERE

Garden Guild
Members of the Garden Guild are responsible for the seventeen gardens on the
church grounds. Along with the individual plant areas the gardens include a
playground, labyrinth, pet cemetery, picnic area, and a Memorial Garden
(professional care). All gardens continue to develop, grow, and change as they
mature with the seasons. These sacred places are maintained by members of
the Guild. Each garden is monitored and managed by a leader and volunteers.
All members help when there are projects, special events, and/or general
maintenance to be done. The community frequently shares appreciation for the
efforts and work done by our volunteers. If you are interested in sharing your
talents with other kindred spirits, learning about plant care, and would like to
play in the church gardens setting, there is definitely a spot for you! Contact
Kathy Booker, HERE

Lay Servers
Serving at all services, Ushers welcome and greet everyone entering the
church, providing them with service bulletins and assisting them, if needed, to
find a seat. They assist during the service by collecting the offering and
greeting newcomers at the end of the service. Eucharistic Ministers help the
Priest at the altar and help serve communion. Any member of the Episcopal
Church in good standing is eligible to be trained; this position is licensed by
the Bishop. Lectors are approved by the rector to read the Lessons and
Psalms, along with the Prayers of the People. They may also lead other Offices
as authorized by the Rector. Serving primarily at the Sunday 10:30 service,
acolytes participate in a variety of ways. These include crucifer, torch bearer,
offering and Eucharist tasks. Contact Bonnie Klinect, HERE
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Liturgical Arts
Liturgical arts are an important part of worship at St. James. The clergy
vestments, paraments for the altar and lectern and banners were made by
members of the congregation. We are always looking for suggestions for new
art and gratefully accept any help creating them. Contact Jackie Tatum,
HERE

Outreach
Outreach at St. James extends far and wide, supporting both organizations
and individuals – locally, regionally, and internationally. St. James provides
financial support for Rabun County needs through these Rabun County
organizations: CASA, Community Pantry, Community Partnership, Energy
Crisis (9th District), F.A.I.T.H., FERST, First Impressions, Power House, and
Victory Home. St. James also provides financial help to Emmaus House in
Atlanta, and Episcopal Relief and Development. In addition, the parish has
adopted and supports two godchildren at Our Little Roses Orphanage in
Honduras. The Outreach Committee sponsors Brown Bag Sunday each month
in support of Sharing and Caring of Rabun Country; each month food and
supplies are gathered for the local animal shelter, Paws 4 Life. If you have a
passion for outreach, consider joining the Outreach Committee. Contact
Peggy Melton, HERE

Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Care Team helps support the health needs and safety issues of
the Saint James congregation. The focus is on health, disease prevention, and
spiritual well-being—integrating physical, emotional and spiritual components,
in our parish as well as extending into the larger community where
appropriate. The Team does not diagnose, treat, or provide direct hands-on
nursing care. However, assistance is provided in getting those things done. The
Team is composed of volunteers who have an interest in health issues. They
receive special training in working with others, identifying problem areas and
helping find available resources. The group works under the direction of the
Parish Nurse. Contact Kathy Booker, HERE

Fellowship

St. James Book Club

This month we are reading Hello
Beautiful by Ann Napolitano.
Everyone is invited to join us on
Thursday, November 16th, 11:00am
in the Parish Hall with lunch at
Waterfall to follow.

Join us for lunch?

The Retirees will meet on Tuesday,
November 7, at noon. Everyone is
welcomed to join this lively bunch
the first Tuesday of each month at
Ishy's Grill in Clayton. Questions?
Contact Roland Clemmons here.
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November Celebrations

Birthdays
2- Don Langford
3-Ronnie Ager
4-Roland Clemmons
5-Christopher Curran
16-Chantel Gourlay
19-MC Phillips
19-Walt Henderson
23-Sandy Simon
23-Susi Roessler
25-Linda Ball
28-Karen Carroll

Anniversaries
19- Susan and Phil Fleming

Follow Us on Facebook and Instagram
The St. James social media team is keeping our Facebook and Instagram channels updated
with current information about St. James events, fun features about our parishioners and
their good works, and inspirational thoughts and themes.
 
Shelley Urban and Nanette O'Hara are sharing social media duties, with an able assist from
Ginny Heckel. Dustin Emhart also will be pitching in.
 
Find us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal, Clayton, GA
Follow us on Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/saintjamesclayton/
 
Content suggestions are welcome. We also need photos from any
St. James activities current or past, or just photos of our beautiful church and gardens that
you’re willing to share. You can reach us by phone, text or email as follows:
 
Shelley:
Cell Phone (727)515-3501
Email – HERE
 
Nanette:
Cell Phone (813) 428-3182
Email- HERE
 
Ginny:
Cell Phone (706) 490-2867
Email- HERE

Give Now
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Click the icon to like us on Facebook or follow us on Instagram.

   
Timeline for the Bi-Weekly Messenger:
Articles received by Monday evening will be in the next Messenger. Please contact the
church office if you have any questions.

St. James Episcopal Church | 706-782-6179 | 260 Warwoman Rd. Clayton, GA
30525 | www.stjamesclayton.org | email: click here
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