
St. James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

October 17, 2017 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 5:00 p.m. Attending were:  

Jack Bream, Junior Warden 

Crawford Grice 

Ginny Heckel 

Terri Manoogian 

Brian Phillips 

Lynda White, Senior Warden 

Rev. Mary Demmler 

David Tatum, Treasurer 

Anthony Sgro, Deacon  

Linda Barden, Clerk 

 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

Terri made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes, the treasurer's monthly report, and the 

written committee reports not requiring Vestry action.  Jack seconded the motion, and it passed.  

 

Vestry Reports 

Junior Warden-Buildings and Grounds 

• Jack made a motion to authorize spending $3,500 on keyless entries for the church office and 

parish hall. Ginny seconded the motion. Funds will come from the Capital Maintenance fund. 

The motion passed. 

• Jack made a motion to authorize spending $165 for a window for Mary's office door. Terri 

seconded. The window complies with Safe Church Practices. The motion passed. 

• Jack made a motion to authorize spending approximately $100 for a piscina for the sacristy. 

Jack will make a box to mount the sink on the wall with a drain to the ground outside. Terri 

seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Treasurer 

David distributed copies of the 2018 budget process and timeline. Initial budget submissions by 

committee chairs are due on November 10. 

 

Stewardship 

Ginny gave the latest information on the Stewardship Campaign.  During the campaign, there 

will be different speakers every Sunday followed by letters to the parish from the Stewardship 

Committee chair or the rector.  

 

Parish Life 

Crawford said that the parish picnic on October 8 was a good time and a warm welcome for 

Mary and her family.  

 

Christian Formation 

Terri said a Halloween party for the youth will be held at Mary's house. 

 

Worship 

Anthony announced a Sunday training for acolytes is planned to be held between the services. 
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Old Business 

The next opportunity for the required training on Dismantling Racism is December 2, 9-4:00 at 

St. Stephen's in Milledgeville. 

 

New Business 

Order of Worship 

Mary recommends that we begin using the Prayer Book for services instead of having the entire 

service printed in the bulletin.  

 

Christmas Float 

St. James plans to have a float in the Rabun County Christmas parade to promote community 

awareness of our parish. 

 

Vestry Elections 

Date of the Annual Meeting 

Lynda proposed changing the date of the Parish Annual Meeting from January to December and 

hold Vestry elections at that time so that Vestry terms can begin on January 1 and end on 

December 31 three years later. This would more closely align with the budget cycle and other 

Vestry business. Lynda made a motion to move the Parish Annual Meeting to December 17 this 

year. Brian seconded and the motion passed.  

 

Vestry Member to Serve on Director of Music Search Committee 

Lynda appointed Ginny to serve as the Vestry member for the Director of Music Search 

Committee.  

 

Vestry Person of the Day Sign-up 

Members signed up for dates in November.  

 

Ginny said she had a comment from a parishioner recommending that the church sign on the 

Rickman Road side of the church be spruced up. The matter was referred to Jack. 

 

The next meeting of the Vestry will be on November 16 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


