
St. James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

July 18, 2017 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 4:30 p.m. Attending were:  

Jack Bream 

Ginny Heckel 

Brian Phillips 

Lynda White 

Pastor Doris Smith 

Anthony Sgro, Deacon 

David Tatum, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk 

 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

Brian made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes, the treasurer's monthly report, and the 

written committee reports not requiring Vestry action. Ginny seconded the motion, and it passed.  

 

Senior Warden 

Lynda said that Mary Demmler’s first service at St. James will be on August 6. John Templeton 

will introduce her at both services.  

 

Junior Warden 

Jack reported that the first meeting of the Environmental Ministry Committee was held on June 

27 chaired by Annabelle Barkman. They covered broad areas of interest and future topics of 

discussion. The next meeting is scheduled for August 22. 

 

Treasurer's Report 

David believes there are adequate funds in the budget for the new Rector’s compensation, 

benefits, and other expenses. He can reallocate as needed.  

 

David asked for action on three resolutions: 

 

Resolution:  That St. James Episcopal Church, Clayton, Georgia continue its 11% parish 

contribution to the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta. For 2018 it will be $24, 404.  

Ginny so moved, seconded by Jack and passed. 

 

Resolution: That the new rector’s moving expenses per the Letter of Agreement be funded from 

the Don Melton Restricted Fund.  

Brian so moved, seconded by Ginny and passed. 

 

Resolution: That the Very Reverend Mary R.H. Demmler, Rector of St. James Episcopal Church, 

Clayton, Georgia be added as a signer for the Rector’s Discretionary Fund Checking Account at 

Rabun County Bank.  

Jack so moved, seconded by Brian and passed. 

 

Stewardship 

Ginny Heckel and Nannette Curran have agreed to be Stewardship co-chairs this fall. Alan White 

will remain on the committee. Nannette will attend Stewardship Training on July 29.  
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Parish Life 

Ginny reported that people are impressed with our online Parish Directory. 

 

Old Business 

Alcohol Policy - Ginny led a discussion of the proposed alcohol use guidelines for St. James, 

which are patterned after the Diocesan policy. Ginny made a motion to adopt the proposed 

guidelines for alcohol use at Parish functions; Jack seconded the motion, and it passed. 

 

Election of Vestry Member - Jack made a motion to appoint Crawford Grice to serve the 

remaining five months of John Ingram’s term on the Vestry. Ginny seconded the motion, and it 

passed. 

 

New Business 

Office keys - David said that too many office keys have been issued over the years. He also said 

it is not a good idea to hide a key outside. The office needs to be more secure. Lynda and David 

will recommend to the Vestry a list of the Parish positions that need access to the Parish office 

outside of normal business hours. Then the office will be re-keyed. 

 

Lynda read an email from Bev Mannes regarding displaying Leroy Young’s paintings in the 

Parish Hall and perhaps having them for sale. No action was taken. Lynda will discuss it further 

with Bev. 

 

Lynda passed around a glass ornament that is a replica of a rose window in an Episcopal church 

in North Carolina. Gilda Little asked Lynda to inquire if there would be any interest in doing a 

similar thing with our rose window design. Jack said that he would explore interest with several 

committees in the Parish. If a committee is interested, the Vestry will proceed accordingly. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. following a motion by Jack, seconded by Ginny. 

 

The next meeting of the Vestry is scheduled for August 15 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


