
Saint James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

March 20, 2018 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 5:00 p.m. Attending were:  

Jan Bomar 

Jack Bream 

Becky Callahan 

Ginny Heckel 

Bryan Phillips 

Lynda White 

Rev. Mary Demmler 

David Tatum, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

Jack made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes of the February meeting, the treasurer's 

monthly report, and the written committee reports not requiring Vestry action.  

 

Senior Warden 

Issues that were brought up at the Open Forum were reviewed.  

• Leaving the back door that leads to the narthex unlocked—Vestry members are concerned that 

the neighborhood children might enter the church that way and play in the elevator. It was 

pointed out that the elevator can be accessed from the narthex. For the present, the door will 

remain locked until we can determine if a lock can be installed on the elevator. 

• Concerns from those who are unfamiliar with the service or cannot handle a Book of Common 

Prayer and a hymnal—Perhaps several service leaflets with all the readings could be available. 

Lectors will be instructed to pause after giving page numbers. Assistance will be offered to 

anyone who has difficulty using the BCP. Several worship guides that contain the seasonal 

readings and responses can be placed in the pew racks. Marginal columns can be included in 

the service leaflets with explanations of various parts of the liturgy. 

• Some cannot hear the lectors, especially in the choir loft. Lector training will include practice 

on speaking directly into the microphone.  

 

Junior Warden 

Jack said he is still working on some way to keep trucks from using the church parking lot as a 

cut-through. Since a gate is no longer under consideration, he will look into having a speed table 

installed. He welcomes other suggestions. Jack also said that safety lights will soon be installed 

throughout the exterior of the church to illuminate parking lots and walks. 

 

Treasurer 

David pointed out two expense items that are noteworthy. The electricity bills have been high 

because of the extreme cold and supply priest expenses are higher than budgeted.  

 

Parish Life 

An Installation Service for Mary+ will be held at 2:00 p.m. on May 20. The service will also 

include a celebration of St. James’ 60th anniversary. Birthday cake and ice cream will be served. 
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Christian Formation 

Bryan reported that he and Mary+ met to discuss Christian Formation for the youth. All of the 

children who regularly attend Saint James are also students at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School 

where they get exposure to Christianity in the curriculum, and they attend chapel services during 

the school week. They decided that Saint James will supplement the RGNS learning with 

activities throughout the year.  

 

Worship 

Mary+ expects that at least one member will be received and one confirmed at the Installation 

Service. In reviewing plans for Holy Week, she said that the Maundy Thursday service will 

include foot washing. 

 

New Business 

• Mary+ invited members of the parish to help discern ways to reach out to our neighbors, 

particularly the children living in the apartments next door.  

• Vestry members discussed the possibility of establishing a Saint James Center for Continuing 

Education. It could be a merger of the needs of the community and the talents and gifts of our 

parishioners. 

• Lynda reported that Peggy Melton suggested the church might want to get involved in the 

Summer Food Service Program. The church could offer a location where the program can offer 

meals. Mary+ and Lynda will investigate the idea. 

 

Vestry members investigated dates for a mid-year retreat. Thursday, June 14 is a tentative date to 

review the budget and visions discussed at the winter retreat. 

 

Mary will attend the General Convention in Austin, Texas in July. The next Open Forum is 

scheduled on August 12 for her to discuss the General Convention activities. A general Open 

Forum will be scheduled in September. The August Vestry meeting may be moved to August 28 

and expanded to discuss the General Convention.  

 

Lynda asked if we should consider charging a small fee to outside users to defray our costs for 

cleaning, purchase of coffee and water and dishwasher use. Mary+ will check to see if there is a 

policy in place before any action is taken. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. following a motion by Becky. The next meeting of the 

Vestry will be on April 17 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


