
Saint James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

June 14, 2018 

 

The Vestry retreat came to order at 4:00 p.m. Attending were:  

Jan Bomar 

Jack Bream 

Becky Callahan 

Ginny Heckel 

Brian Phillips 

Lynda White 

Rev. Mary Demmler 

Anthony Sgro, Deacon  

David Tatum, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk

 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

Jack made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes of the May 15 meeting, the treasurer's 

monthly report, and the written committee reports not requiring Vestry action.  

 

Vestry Reports 

Rector 

Mary+ met with the city police about the teenagers loitering in our space. The police talked with 

the students at the school and shared with them the reasons they cannot be unattended on our 

church campus. Consensus from the vestry members is to open the church doors again when 

school starts in August.  

 

She also gave a preview of issues that will be presented at the General Convention of the 

Episcopal Church in Austin, Texas in July. Supply priests and ministers will preach and celebrate 

while she and her family are gone for the month of July. 

 

Senior Warden 

Lynda reported that there are sufficient volunteers for the Summer Food Program at Saint James 

during the last week in June.  

 

Junior Warden 

By email in May, Jack submitted a motion to widen the driveway east of the parish office and 

install two speed bumps. John Howard’s quote is $1,250. Lynda seconded the motion. Vestry 

members submitted their votes to the church office. The motion passed with one dissenting vote. 

The project should be completed in a couple of weeks. 

 

Jack recommended replacing the water purifier in the Parish House. It is getting old and the 

chemicals for it are stored in that building where there are often children. Metro Water Filter 

quoted $1,500 to replace it. There was considerable discussion about whether we need a water 

purifier since the city water should be okay to drink. The issue will be delayed until the water 

can be tested.  

  

John Siegel and John Templeton have offered to donate $500 to purchase a new refrigerator for 

the kitchen in the Parish Hall. Jack will follow up to determine the type of refrigerator we need. 
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Parishioners have requested that a large holly at the corner across the driveway from the west 

end of the church be removed. There are also two pine trees that are leaning and need to be 

removed. Jack will obtain quotes for the tree removal. 

 

Parish Life 

Becky reported that the Flower Festival is scheduled for June 22 and 23. There will be a 

reception for parishioners on June 21. 

 

Christian Formation 

Brian reported that their group enjoyed a great trip to the Cathedral of Saint Philip. 

 

New Business 

Mission Statement 

Ginny reported that there is evidence of three different mission statements being used at the 

church. Mary recommended that Vestry discussion of the mission and vision occur after the 

Mission and Vision Potlucks have been held.  

 

Vestry Retreat Items 

1. Mission and Vision Potlucks and conversation - Mary wants to brief parishioners on items 

from the General Convention after she returns. She also wants to address the mission and 

vision and identity items that were discussed at the Vestry Retreats. Anthony suggested that 

the time between Sunday services is good. 

2. Buildings and grounds assessment and visioning conversation - Mary introduced discussion 

of whether Saint James’ current space is sufficient. Vestry members talked about current and 

future needs and whether they are real or perceived. Until a new building plan is feasible, is 

there alternative space that can be utilized? It appears the greatest need now is for an upstairs 

restroom. In a related item, Lynda said she had a call from Tom Adams who is a part owner 

of the property across Rickman Road from the church property. They own 1.2 acres that has 

been appraised for $65,000. He inquired if the church would be interested in purchasing the 

property if it were for sale. The Vestry discussed possible uses and arrived at a consensus to 

tell him no. 

3. Midyear budget review - David reviewed the financial statements and said everything is okay 

on the revenue side. There was some uncertainty on the estimate of expenses with the new 

rector, so there will be some variances on the expense side. He recommended including a 

revenue line for Lunch and Learn next year. He also expressed some concern about the 

amount of expense for Community Work this early in the year.  

4. Mary, Jack and Lynda have reviewed the bylaws and offer the following revisions: 

 

 Under Article IV, add Item L as follows: 

L. On occasion, there may be a need for Vestry members to take action on an issue prior 

to the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Vestry. When a decision is needed on a 

time-sensitive matter, the Senior Warden will communicate, via email from the Parish 

Administrator, the issue and background information to members of the Vestry, Rector, 

Deacon, Clerk and Treasurer. The Senior Warden will ask if there is a motion to approve 

the item and, if received, ask if there is a second to the motion. If a motion and second are 
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received, Vestry members will be asked to cast their vote for or against the motion by 

sending an email to the Parish Administrator. The Parish Administrator will tally the 

votes and communicate to the Vestry the outcome of the vote.  

 

 Under Article V, revise Item B to eliminate the words that have been struck through: 

B. The new Vestry shall convene for organization and business within one month 

following the Annual Parish Meeting and elect the following officers for annual terms: 

 

 All language in the by-laws will be revised to use the word Clerk in place of Secretary 

 

Ginny made a motion to present the revised bylaws to the congregation for approval at the next 

parish meeting. The motion was seconded by Brian and passed. The next parish meeting might 

be held in August. 

 

5. Mary initiated a follow-up on the Neighborhood Outreach from Easter. She inquired if there 

might be any interest in adding a Spanish service at some time? The Vestry will follow up on 

this at the August meeting. 

 

6. Mary also followed up on the conversation about a Center for Continued Learning. It appears 

there is expertise for teaching as well as a hunger for learning in the community. Resources 

of space, talent and interest will need to be developed. The Center can be structured around 

existing ministries, such as Lunch and Learn and the Safe Driving courses. Suggestions 

included classes on books and a tutoring program.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. following a motion by Jack. There will not be a Vestry 

meeting in July. The next meeting of the Vestry will be August 21 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


