
Saint James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

January 19, 2019 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 12:55 p.m. Attending were:  

Jan Bomar 

Jack Bream 

Becky Callahan 

Dustin Emhart 

Erika Farr 

Ginny Heckel

The Reverend Mary Demmler 

David Tatum, Treasurer 

Jim Wallis, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk 

 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

The Vestry adopted by consent the minutes of the December 18, 2018 meeting, the treasurer's 

monthly report, and the written committee reports not requiring Vestry action.  

 

Vestry Reports 

Rector 

Mary+ distributed copies of a proposed revision of the Committee Liaison Structure and 

Assignments for 2019. Dustin made a motion to adopt the amended structure. The motion 

passed. 

 

Jack made a motion to appoint Jim Wallis as Treasurer and Linda Barden as Clerk for the 2019 

year. The motion passed. 

 

David offered three resolutions for action by the Vestry: 

 

Authorize Ginny Heckel (Virginia Heckel), Senior Warden, and James Wallis (JR 

Wallis), Treasurer, to replace Lynda White and David Tatum as signers on the 

Saint James Episcopal Church operating checking account, building fund 

checking account, and the money market account at Rabun County Bank. 

 

Authorize James Wallis (JR Wallis), Treasurer to replace David Tatum as a signer 

on the Saint James Episcopal Church rector’s discretionary fund Checking 

Account at Rabun County Bank. 

 

Authorize James Wallis (JR Wallis), Treasurer to replace David Tatum as a signer 

on the Saint James Episcopal Church safe deposit box at Rabun County Bank. 

 

Dustin made a motion to approve the three resolutions. The motion passed. 

 

Jim will check to determine if any Vestry action is needed on the investment account and the 

credit card authorization. 
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Junior Warden 

Jack said that an electrician will be contacted to reposition the exterior light over the rose 

window. He is also looking for a new service contract provider for heating and air conditioning. 

 

Treasurer 

David distributed copies of the final financial report for 2018. He stated that revenue for 2018 

came in as planned, and the year was completed in good financial condition. He also distributed 

the 2019 budget with all adjustments. The budget does not include increased compensation for 

staff. The budgeted expenses for 2019 are the same as the budgeted expenses for 2018. The 

Vestry approved the 2019 budget as recommended by the Finance Committee. 

 

A revision to the Finance Committee Guidelines and Membership was proposed for Vestry 

action. Following discussion, Ginny made a motion to revise the Finance Committee 

membership to include five voting members. The Treasurer will serve as Chair, and there will be 

four additional committee members who are members of the church, but not Vestry members. 

There will be a designated Vestry liaison who will serve as a non-voting member. The motion 

passed. In addition to Jim, who will serve as Chair, other members proposed for Vestry action 

are Lynda White, David Tatum, Bill Bomar and Evan Heckel. The Vestry liaison will be Dustin 

Emhart. Dustin so moved and the motion passed. This action supersedes the proposal approved 

by an email vote earlier in January. 

 

Stewardship 

Ginny reported that the stewardship campaign was positive. She is looking forward to the Time 

and Talent pledges in the spring. 

 

Unfinished Business  

Mary+ proposed adding two additional members, Ginny and Dustin, to the Capital 

Improvements Committee.  Erika so moved and the motion passed. 

 

New Business 

 

Mary+ inquired about having Saint James t-shirts and polos made available for ordering.  The 

Vestry expressed mild interest, and Mary+ will see that the matter is further investigated. 

 

Snacks with Devotions 

Mary+ proposed having snacks available during the meeting since the meeting time is so close to 

dinner time. Vestry members agreed and determined that the Vestry member who is responsible 

for the opening devotion will also be responsible for bringing a simple snack. 

 

Vestry meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Shutdown Implications in Community 

Mary+ asked the Vestry to consider ways that Saint James might assist anyone in our community 

who is financially affected by the government shutdown. Jan recommended that we partner with 

community organizations that are already in place to assist people in need such as Community 

Partnership, FAITH, Community Pantry, Caring and Sharing, and Meals on Wheels/Senior 
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Center. Mary+ will ask Bonnie to call these agencies to determine what is needed. Any funds 

spent will come from the Memorial/Saints Fund. If there are needs that we can meet, a formal 

motion will be submitted by email. 

 

Ginny said that the Flower Festival Committee has invited someone to demonstrate at the 

Festival. The demonstrator will receive an honorarium for the demonstration. She wishes to sell 

copies of her botanical prints. Ginny asked for permission from the Vestry since we customarily 

do not sell items at the Flower Festival. Vestry consensus was that this would be permissible 

since it is not a fundraiser for the church. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. The next meeting of the Vestry will be on February 20 at 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Action by email: 

Jack made a motion to establish a policy whereby in the event of the death of a clergy person 

who has been involved in the worship life of Saint James, the parish, with gratitude and love, 

will donate $200 to the deceased’s family’s charity of choice. The funds for the donation will be 

made from the Memorial/Saints Fund. Included in this policy are all former rectors, associates, 

and deacons, as well as priests who have regularly celebrated as supply clergy and/or preached. 

The motion passed. 

 

Ginny made a motion that the Saint James 2019 Finance Committee members be: Jim Wallis, 

Treasurer, Ginny Heckel, Sr. Warden; Bill Bomar, David Tatum and Lynda White. The motion 

passed. (This action was superseded by action during the January 19 Vestry meeting.) 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


