
Saint James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

February 20, 2019 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 5:30 p.m. Attending were:  

Jan Bomar 

Jack Bream (by phone) 

Becky Callahan 

Dustin Emhart 

Erika Farr 

Ginny Heckel 

The Reverend Mary Demmler 

Jim Wallis, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk

Items to be adopted by consent 

Ginny made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes of the January meeting, the Treasurer's 

monthly report, and the written committee reports not requiring Vestry action. The motion 

passed. 

 

Vestry Reports 

Rector 

Mary+ said she will have a revised Vestry Covenant for the members to consider at the March 

meeting. 

 

Jack made a motion to approve the 2018 Parochial Report that was distributed by email. The 

motion passed. 

 

Senior Warden 

Ginny reported on the Go! Summit, Global and Local Mission in the Diocese of Atlanta: Racial 

Healing in a Changing World on a local and global level.  

 

On March 31, the Parish will celebrate the fifteenth anniversary of Mary’s+ ordination to the 

Sacred Order of Priests. 

 

Ginny met with Vicki Darrah regarding the design of t-shirts for parishioners to purchase. They 

propose offering long-sleeved shirts for $20 and short-sleeved for $15 in royal blue, lagoon and 

gray. The design features the rose window on the back. Ginny proposed an initial order of 36 

shirts in a variety of sizes and colors which will be available for sale and for trying on for size. 

Erika made a motion to authorize moving forward with the t-shirt order for $635. The funds are 

available in the PR and Evangelism budget line. The motion passed. 

 

Community Outreach 

Jan reported that Peggy Melton said the Community Outreach Committee will meet in March. 

The committee is recommending that unless the City of Clayton cleans up the location where we 

have had successful sales in the past, we skip having a Tag Sale this year. 
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Fellowship/Special Events 

On Friday, February 22, the Pastoral Care Committee is hosting a Lunch and Learn on computer 

safety. 

 

A Dismantling Racism training will be held at Saint James on Saturday, February 23.  

 

Finance and Stewardship 

Ginny reported that dates are yet to be decided for the Time and Talent portion of Stewardship at 

Saint James. 

  

Dustin made a motion to authorize Jack Green, CPA, to perform an internal control review of the 

church financial practices for 2018 as specified by the Diocese of Atlanta. The procedure will 

take place during the month of July 2019, at an agreed upon cost of $1,200. The motion passed. 

Mary+ will check with the Diocese to determine if we need to add the year 2017 to this 

agreement. 

 

Dustin made a motion to adopt the following resolution regarding a housing allowance for 

Mary+. The motion passed. 

 

Whereas, Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code permits a 

minister of the gospel to exclude from gross income a church-

designated allowance paid to her as part of her compensation to the 

extent used by her for actual expenses in owning or renting a 

home; and 

 

Whereas, Mary Demmler is compensated by Saint James, Clayton 

exclusively for services as a minister of the gospel; and 

 

Whereas, Saint James, Clayton, does not provide Mary Demmler 

with a rectory, therefore, it is hereby  

 

Resolved, that the total compensation paid to Mary Demmler for 

calendar year 2019 shall be $68,750 of which $9,000 is hereby 

designated to be a housing allowance; and it is further 

 

Resolved that the designation of $9,000 as a housing allowance 

shall apply to calendar year 2019 and all future years unless 

otherwise provided. 

 

Ginny made a motion to adopt the following resolution regarding the brokerage account. The 

motion passed. 

 

Resolved that James R. Wallis replace David Tatum as the 

Treasurer signee on the Edward Jones Brokerage Account.  
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Dustin made a motion to adopt the following resolution regarding the credit card account. The 

motion passed. 

 

Resolved that James R. Wallis replace David Tatum as the 

Treasurer signee on the church’s credit card account(s).  

 

Jim reported that the church’s investments took a big hit during the stock market downturn in 

December, though it showed a positive return in January. Jim also noted that meetings of the 

Finance Committee will be held at least quarterly. 

 

New Business 

Proposed By-laws Revisions – Mary+ reported that Bill Bomar has been working on a revision 

of the bylaws. His current draft was emailed to the Vestry for review. Ginny asked the Vestry to 

consider an amendment before voting on the proposed revision. Current by-laws state that the 

Treasurer and Clerk may serve up to six consecutive annual terms. She proposed:  

… that the Treasurer may serve up to six consecutive annual terms. The Clerk 

will serve at the pleasure of the Vestry on an annual basis.  

Bill will be asked to include this revision in his next draft which the Vestry will vote on and 

recommend to the parish for adoption at a parish meeting.  

 

Jan Bomar and Katherine Grice have suggested that the current dinnerware that is used at parish 

functions is too heavy. Using disposable dinnerware is not an option for most parish events. 

They recommend the purchase of one hundred new lightweight Corelle dinner plates at a cost of 

about $3.50 each. Jan made a motion to authorize spending up to $400 for the plates. Funds will 

come from the Memorial Fund. The motion passed. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. The next meeting of the Vestry will be March 20 at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 

 

 


