
Saint James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

March 20, 2019 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 5:30 p.m. Attending were:  

Jan Bomar 

Jack Bream 

Dustin Emhart 

Ginny Heckel 

The Reverend Mary Demmler 

Linda Barden, Clerk 

 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

Jan made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes of the February meeting, the 

Treasurer's monthly report, and the written committee reports not requiring Vestry action. The 

motion passed. 

 

Rector 

 Mary+ reported that in the next few days she would distribute via email copies of the 

Vestry Covenant that was discussed at the retreat. She asked members to review it and offer 

comments. She will have a copy for the members to sign at the April meeting. 

 Regarding Saint James’ offer of financial assistance for any local federal workers that 

were affected by the government shutdown, Mary+ said that one case was referred from 

Community Partnership. A woman said that she could not pay her rent. As approved by the 

Vestry in January, there was a limit of $500 per organization. Since we had only one response, 

Mary+ determined the church would provide $670 to Community Partnership to pay the 

woman’s rent. The Vestry concurred with this decision. 

 Mary+ asked the Vestry to authorize extending Bonnie one extra week of paid vacation 

this year. Dustin so moved, and the motion passed. 

 

Senior Warden-Administration 

 Ginny reviewed the Diocesan Workshop that she attended on Finding God in the Digital 

Space. She will incorporate what she learned in the communications used at Saint James.  

 Ginny showed members some of the new Saint James t-shirts. The shirts are available in 

a variety of colors and sizes. They can be purchased from the initial order that has already been 

received or ordered in a specific size, color, and sleeve length to be included in a future order. 

 Ginny has added a new “Give” tab on the website. Anyone can use a credit card or 

PayPal to make donations or payments to the church. She also plans to have small cards 

available on the backs of the pews with a QR code that can be scanned with a smartphone to 

facilitate online donations or payments to the church. 

 

Junior Warden - Buildings and Grounds 

  Jack said there is a pine tree next to the driveway that has some rot and needs to come 

down. The tree service has indicated that they will remove it for no charge. 

 Jack also said he will order a replacement for the microphone used in the church which 

has an electrical issue that makes it hum.  
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Fellowship/Special Events 

Jan asked the Vestry to approve an expenditure of $72 for the purchase of 48 porcelain coffee 

mugs. With $56 remaining from the dinnerware purchase, the resolution was to approve $16 for 

the mugs purchase. Jack so moved and the resolution passed. 

 

Following the meeting it became apparent the resolution to purchase the mugs did not include a 

shipping cost of $47. An amendment to the resolution was moved and passed through email, 

bringing a total of $63 approved for the mugs purchase. 

 

New Business 

 Copies of the proposed by-laws revisions were distributed to the members by email.  

Bill Bomar was commended for the work he did on the revision. Paragraphs D and E of Article 

V were combined and worded to accommodate the change related to the Clerk requested at the 

February Vestry meeting. Ginny made a motion to refer the revised by-laws to the parish for 

approval at the next parish meeting. The motion passed. 

 Ginny suggested that we invite the residents of the apartments next door to attend our 

Easter service as we did last year. All agreed. 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. The next meeting of the Vestry will be Wednesday, 

April 10 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 

Action by email following the February meeting: 

 

Ginny made a motion to approve the conducting of a site survey by Appalachian Surveying 

Company, Inc. at a cost of $600, as necessary to move forward with the design process for the 

current building/expansion project at Saint James. The motion passed. 

 

On March 7, 2019, Dustin Emhart made a motion to authorize an additional amount, up to $400 

(bringing the new cost to a maximum of $1,000), to provide for marking the property lines and 

other add-on requests as part of Appalachian Surveying Company's site survey for the current 

building/expansion project. The motion passed. 

 


