
Saint James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

June 19, 2019 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 5:30 p.m. Attending were:  

Jan Bomar 

Jack Bream 

Becky Callahan 

Dustin Emhart 

Erika Farr 

Ginny Heckel 

The Reverend Mary Demmler 

Jim Wallis, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

Following a motion by Becky, the Vestry voted to adopt by consent the minutes of the May 15 

meeting, the Treasurer's monthly report, and the written committee reports not requiring Vestry 

action.  

 

Vestry Reports 

Rector 

Mary+ reported there will be a brief dedication of the garden window donated by John Siegel 

and John Templeton on July 28 immediately after the 10:30 service.  

 

The appreciation cook-out for Rabun County’s first responders will be held at the church on June 

23. Rocky Ford has been working on the event. Forty first responders have signed up to attend as 

well as forty parishioners. 

 

Senior Warden-Administration 

Ginny confirmed that a copy of Mary+’s resignation letter has been sent to the diocese.  

 

Ginny also commented that VPODs need to arrive at church early enough to make sure that the 

lay servers are all present and appoint substitutes if necessary.  

 

Vestry members discussed reactions to the letter mailed to the parish concerning alternatives to a 

traditional rector search. Ginny suggested the Vestry might consider a FAQ in the Messenger to 

respond to comments, concerns and questions voiced by parishioners. 

 

Junior Warden - Buildings and Grounds 

Jack said plans are to replace the treads on the steps to the parish office. 

 

Vestry members discussed whether three of the church employees—Robert, Cheryl, and 

Robin— might be designated as independent contractors rather than employees as they are now. 

Some IRS documents that were brought to the meeting provided help with determining the 

Employee vs. Independent Contractor relationship. It was determined that all three of these are 

employees of the church. Melanie is an independent contractor. No action was necessary. 
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Community Outreach 

The Summer Food for Kids program will be at Saint James July 15-19. Peggy Melton is setting it 

up.  

 

Fellowship/Special Events 

The Flower Festival was deemed a success. The Low Country Boil is scheduled for July 27. 

 

Finance and Stewardship 

The internal review of controls for 2017 is completed. An independent accountant will be hired 

for the 2018 review. 

 

New Business 

Jack made a motion to approve Ginny Heckel and Lynda White as delegates to the Annual 

Council. The motion passed. Mary+ can continue as the Saint James clergy delegate this year. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. The next meeting of the Vestry will be July 17, 2019 at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


