
St. James Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting 

February 21, 2017 

 

The Vestry meeting came to order at 4:30 p.m. Attending were:  

Fr. Steve Hall, Rector    Bill Bomar 

Jack Bream (by phone)   Eston Melton  

Ginny Heckel 

John Ingram 

Brian Phillips 

Lynda White 

David Tatum, Treasurer 

Linda Barden, Clerk 

 

Approval of Minutes and Reports 

John made a motion to adopt by consent the minutes, the treasurer's monthly report, and the 

written committee reports not requiring Vestry action.  Brian seconded the motion, and it passed. 

 

John made a motion to elect Lynda White as Senior Warden, Ginny seconded and the motion 

passed. Brian made a motion to elect Jack Bream as Junior Warden, John seconded and the 

motion passed. The vestry approved David Tatum as treasurer and Linda Barden as corporate 

secretary and clerk of the vestry. 

 

Senior Warden 

Jack made a motion to approve the 2016 Parochial Report as prepared by Bonnie Klinect and 

David Tatum with an additional one page description and summary of parish activities by Ginny 

Heckel. John seconded, and the motion passed. 

 

Bill reported that All Pro Alarm has completed installation of the monitored fire system and four 

security cameras and they are currently operating.  Work is currently underway to hard-wire the 

cameras to a display in the office that Bonnie can monitor.  

 

Junior Warden 

John reported that roof repairs have been made and the cost of $1,778.13 has been paid. Bill 

pointed out that only the first three rows of shingles were replaced.  

 

Treasurer's Report 

David offered two resolutions for vestry approval: 

 

Resolved:  That the Rector's 2017 compensation be designated a housing allowance. The amount 

is $15,205 for five months of 2017. Lynda so moved, Ginny seconded, and the motion passed. 

 

Resolved:  That Lynda White replace William Bomar as the Senior Warden signee and Jack 

Bream replace John Ingram as the Junior Warden signee on the Rabun County Bank accounts: 

Rabun County Operations, Rabun County Building Account, and the Rabun County Bank 
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Money Market Account. Also, Lynda White will replace Bill Bomar as the Senior Warden 

signee on the Common Fund Investment Account.  

 

David outlined a series of steps that he recommends for balancing the proposed 2017 budget. 

The revenue side can be increased with the increased pledges resulting from the stewardship 

letter and by including the prior budget surplus as carryover income. On the expense side, 

several budget line item amounts were reduced or eliminated. Lynda made a motion to adopt the 

budget as modified by these changes, Ginny seconded, and the motion passed. 

 

Fr. Steve said that a small finance committee needs to be established to assist David with 

financial decisions. He recommended the appointment of Bill Bomar and Eston Melton as 

members with David as chair. Brian made a motion to approve the committee setup, seconded by 

Lynda, and passed. 

 

Stewardship 

David reported that the second stewardship letter resulted in 14 increased pledges totaling        

$8,602 in pledge increases for a total of $177,277 in pledges for 2017. 

 

New Business 

The committee structure of the parish was updated. Vestry liaison appointments for 2017 are: 

Worship - Fr.  Steve Hall and Deacon Anthony Sgro 

Lay Support - Brian Phillips 

Buildings and Grounds - Jack Bream 

Christian Formation - Terri Manoogian 

Administration - Ginny Heckel 

Parish Life - John Ingram 

 

Fr. Steve pointed out that the Sexton and the Groundskeeper work under the supervision of the 

Parish Administrator. Ginny moved to make it a policy that any parishioner who wants to give 

direction to the Sexton or Groundskeeper should communicate that to the Parish Administrator. 

Lynda seconded the motion, and it passed.  

 

Nominations for the Search Committee are:  John Templeton, Alan White, Becky Callahan, Dirk 

Brown, Gilda Little, Jan Bomar, and Terri Manoogian (Vestry Liaison). Brian made a motion to 

approve the Search Committee appointments, Lynda seconded, and the motion passed. Jack 

made a motion to appoint John Templeton as chair of the Search Committee, Brian seconded, 

and the motion passed. 

 

The Safeguarding God's Children training is required for vestry members and everyone in the 

church or employed by the church who has contact with children. The training can be completed 

online. Catherine Park, rector at Grace Church in Gainesville, has offered to come to St. James 

and lead Safeguarding God's People training for $100. Training on Dismantling Racism must be 

completed by clergy and lay leaders and members of the search committee, but there is not yet a 

schedule or setup for training. 
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Ginny, as a follow-up to her work with parish communications, made a recommendation to keep 

parishioners informed, particularly about the upcoming transition. She suggested that one vestry 

member, a "Vestry Person of the Day", attend both Sunday services to answer questions that 

parishioners might have. Vestry members can rotate so that one has the responsibility every six 

weeks. She also recommends sending thank you note to individuals for work on church projects 

and activities. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for March 21 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Linda Barden 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


