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The mission of Saint James Episcopal Church is: 
To worship God, renew our hearts and minds , and serve others. 
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What’s Going on at Saint James?  

Mark Your Calendar 
 

August 1    Retirees Lunch    12:00noon 

August 2    Pastoral Care Team     9:30am 

August 9    Outreach Committee   10:00am 

August 12    DOK Gathering    10:00am 

August 14    AARP Safe Driving     9:00am 

August 15    Vestry       4:30pm 

August 18    Book Club     10:00am 

September 21-23 Tag Sale   

WELCOME REVEREND MARY! 
 

 Saint James is delighted to welcome our new  
rector, The Very Reverend Mary R.H. Demmler. 
 

 Mary+ was ordained a deacon in the Episcopal  
Diocese of Georgia in 2003 and a priest in 2004.  She has 
served in a number of parishes in the dioceses of Georgia, 
Virginia, and Atlanta.  Most recently she served as rector 

at St. Matthias, Toccoa, GA. She is the Dean of the  
Northeast Convocation in our diocese. 
 

 Mary+’s first Sunday is August 6, 2017. 
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Sr. Warden — Lynda White 

 When I think about our congregation, I am reminded of “The Little Engine that 
Could” as well as the pink “Energizer Bunny.” You just keep “going and going and 
going!” We no sooner finished the marvelous Flower Festival (did we take a 
breath?) and we were already preparing for and hosting a well-attended Lunch and 

Learn, “A Gift to My Family.” The annual Low Country Boil (so much food, fun and 
fellowship) followed on Saturday evening. What energy! We just keep going and  
going and going. 
 

 Some Vestry news: As had previously been announced, John Ingram resigned 

from the Vestry effective June 30, 2017. This term ends in January 2018. At its 
meeting on July 18, the Vestry elected Crawford Grice to fill the remaining months 
of the term. Thank you, Crawford, for your willingness to serve. Your knowledge and 
experience will be valuable as we complete this period of transition. 
 

 We are looking forward to welcoming our new rector, The Very Reverend 
Mary Demmler and her family to Saint James! Her first Sunday with us will be  
August 6. The remainder of her August schedule (apart from Sundays) will be  
flexible as she will be moving not only her office to Saint James but also her home 
to Rabun Gap, and her husband Derek and their children will be starting  school at 

RGNS. Please pray for the entire Demmler family for a smooth move and transition. 
 

 Pastor Doris: What an absolute joy it has been to have you as our Interim  
Rector! You have guided and directed us. You have kept us moving forward and that 
has been so important. Sometimes during a time of transition, the tendency is to 

wait. Let’s wait until this happens or that happens. Or, let’s hold off on making this 
decision until the new rector is called.  You understand the transition process and 
the importance of keeping us on track, steady and  in encouraging us to press on. 
We sincerely thank you and we won’t say, “Goodbye” because we hope you will 
continue to join us anytime your schedule allows. You have been a blessing. 
 

 Please let me know if you have any questions, ideas or concerns. You may 
contact me at  
 Email:  alanlynda@windstream.net 
 Cell: 404-317-6981 
 

Love and Peace, Lynda     

mailto:alanlynda@windstream.net
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Vestry Actions — Linda Barden 

The Vestry met on July 18, 2017. 
 
In addition to addressing several administrative matters, the Vestry took 

the following actions:  

*         passed a resolution that Saint James Episcopal Church, Clayton, Georgia,  
 continue its 11% parish contribution to the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta;  
 

*         passed a resolution that the new rector's moving expenses per the Letter of 
 Agreement be funded from the Don Melton Restricted Fund;  
 

*         passed a resolution that the Very Reverend Mary R.H. Demmler, Rector of Saint 
 James Episcopal Church, Clayton, Georgia be added as a signer for the Rector's  
 Discretionary Fund Checking Account at Rabun County Bank; 
 

*         adopted the proposed guidelines for alcohol use at Parish functions;  
 

*         elected Crawford Grice to serve the remaining five months of John Ingram's 
 term on the Vestry.  
 

Complete Vestry Minutes can be found on the website:  www.stjamesclayton.org.  
Click on Members Pages at the top of the page and select Vestry Minutes. 
 
The next meeting of the Vestry is scheduled for August 15, 2017, at 4:30 p.m. 

http://www.stjamesclayton.org/
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Treasurer—David Tatum 

Year-To-Date June 30, 2017 
 
 Total income of $95,913 was under the budget of $104,436 by $8,523.  Total 
pledge and non-pledge income were under budget. March YTD expenses of $106,275 

were under the budget of $123,607 by $17,332 with several line items being under 
budget at this time.  The Treasurer and the Vestry have reviewed the effects of the 
compensation and benefits for the new Rector for the remaining five months of 2017 
beginning in August and what was budgeted for an interim rector is sufficient to cover 
those expenses for the remainder of the year without a change to the 2017 budget. 
 

 June 30, 2017 pledge statements will be mailed by the end of July.  So, please 
review your pledge statement and if you have questions call or email me. 
 

 All the financial reports are in the office for review: Balance Sheet, Income 
Statement and Summary of Restricted Accounts. 
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Parish Nurse — Kathy Booker, RN, FCN 

Continued on following page 
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Parish Committees 

Daughters of the King — Mary Flanigen 

 The Saint James chapter of The Order of the Daughters 
of the King will gather this month on Saturday, August 12, 
at 10:00 AM downstairs in the Parish Hall. At our gathering 
we will make final plans for our outing on September 12, at 

Lee Burson’s invitation, to go on a boat-ride on Lake Burton from her pier. 
 
 W e invite anyone who would like to learn more about our Order, or 

simply join us each month in worship, study and fellowship, to attend our 

gatherings and other events.  The Saint James Chapter is open for  

membership to all women who are communicants of Saint James Church.  

Each Daughter pledges herself to a life-long program of prayer, service, and 

evangelism dedicated to the spread of Christ’s Kingdom and the  

strengthening of the spiritual life of the parish.  

Book Club — Mary Thornton 

Date:  August 18, 2017 
Time:  10 am 
Place: Sue Paulsen's home 
 

 

 We will continue our discussion of Moonglow by Michael 
Chabon.  All are welcome and bring a sack lunch to enjoy following  
the discussion.  Coffee is provided.  Enjoy the read. 
 

Please let Mary know if you are coming. Any questions, contact Mary Thornton at 
marythornton04@gmail.com or 706-490-5050. 

mailto:marythornton04@gmail.com
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Outreach — Peggy Melton  

 The Miracle Fund was used to help a man that was hospitalized 
with congestive heart failure. His doctor has diagnosed him as disabled 
therefore he cannot return to his job. Saint James assisted him with rent 
and utility bills while he awaits approval of his disability claim. 
 

 The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be Wednesday, August 9, 
2017, 10:00am in the Parish Hall. 

 We had a record number of people who came and saw the flowers 
and gardens. The tables beautifully depicted many Bible stories. We 
heard so many positive comments, someone called our gardens the  
Botanical Garden of Clayton. People were warmly greeted and inspired 

by the demonstrations, music, and the many other tasks done to  
support it. My thanks to everyone who worked on the event! 
 

 We have already set the theme and date of the 2018 festival. It will be June 
22 and 23, with a reception on the 21st. The theme will be FLOWERS AND FAITHS 
OF MANY NATIONS. Demonstrations will be on daylilies and ikebana. Mark your  
calendars and plan vacations around it. 
 

 People are excited and already have signed up for eight of the ten tables, the 
retable and narthex. If you want to do a table either upstairs or downstairs  
featuring a country, please let me know. 

 
Bev Mannes  706-782-9717  bjm999@windstream.net 

Flower, Garden & Liturgical Arts Festival — Bev Mannes 

Environmental Ministry Team — Annabelle Barkman  

 The Environmental Ministry Team held its first meeting on 
June 27. There was broad discussion on “The Environment”.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 22 at 2pm in the  
Parish Hall. 
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Pastoral Care Team — Kathy Booker 
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Stewardship — Ginny Heckel 

In a recent essay, The Rev. Barbara Crafton has a good take on Stewardship: 

Put your money where your mouth is!, we say. But the truth is more like this: your heart 
will go where your money has already gone, so choose carefully where you put your 

money. It's a matter of what you want your life to be about. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Based on work by the Diocese of West Texas and modified for the Diocese of Atlanta  

 

 In our lectionary readings during the month of August, we continue to  
learn what it means to say, “I believe.”  Everything we do and say is a reflection 
of our heart.  Are we learning to love as Jesus loves or to see one another as  
Jesus sees us?  Jesus asks us to trust in Him in all we do for the kingdom of God.  

We learn from Peter just how hard it is to trust enough to “walk on water” even 
when Jesus is waiting for us with outstretched arms.  In spite of our weaknesses, 
Jesus trusts us to build his church and to be his hands, heart, eyes, and feet in 
the world.   
  Matthew 16:18-19.  “And I tell you, your are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you  loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 

 Jesus does not call us to shine the light of Christ in the world by  

ourselves, but rather we are members of the Body of Christ working together to 
do this work.  God puts people in our lives, our families, friends, and faith  
communities, so that we learn, grow, and share our journeys with one another.  
Our families are where we learn to form relationships, make decisions, and  
develop boundaries.  This time of year is a wonderful time to focus on spending 

time with family; take the time to have fun together before the business of fall 
begins all over again.  Go for a hike to a waterfall, or along a creek or river, or to 
your favorite swimming hole, or have  a picnic lunch on Black Rock or on one of 
our lakes, or wherever brings you joy. 
 

  Psalm 47:1.  “Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud 

songs of joy.” 
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Garden Guild — Kathy Booker 



13 

Announcements 

 TAG SALE 

 This year’s Tag Sale will be September 21-23. As you work on your       
summer cleaning, remember to set items aside. ALL money collected from this 
sale goes into our Miracle Fund, which helps the people of Rabun County when 
they have a financial crisis.  We will start accepting items at the City Hall facility 
on September 9, 10 & 11, but you must call Betsy or Jack first to set up a          

delivery time.  We will also accept items on September 16, 17, 18 and on the 
19th until noon.  Currently, there is not a climate controlled storage locker  
available, so Betsy and I will be able to store items in our garage -IF- absolutely 

necessary. 

 We will have a signup sheet in the Parish Office, so please volunteer your 

time, it is critical to our success! 

Tag sale times: 
Thursday 9/21 - 12 to 5pm 

Friday 9/22 - 8 to 5pm 

Saturday 9/23 - 8 to 3pm 
 
 We had a wonderful response last year (we did over $10,000.00!), so lets 
all help make this year an even better year! 
 

 You can contact Jack and Betsy at 706.782.2122 or send them an email 
at olddogjack@hotmail.com or betsyelsas@gmail.com for more information.  

AARP SAFE DRIVING COURSE OFFERED AT SAINT JAMES, MONDAY, AUGUST 14 
 

 Learn how to refresh your driving skills, save money, volunteer and find useful 
information and guidance about getting around at aarp.org/driversafety. By taking a 
driver safety course you'll learn the current rules of the road, defensive driving     
techniques and how to operate your vehicle more safely in today's increasingly    
challenging driving environment. You'll learn how you can manage and accommodate 
common age-related changes in vision, hearing and reaction time. 
 

 Led by Marcus Booker, the class will be offered on Monday, August 14,        
9:00am-4:00 p.m. You may register by signing the sheet in the parish hall or calling 
the church office. The cost is $15 for AARP members and $20 for non-members. 

mailto:olddogjack@hotmail.com
mailto:betsyelsas@gmail.com
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 To sign up for Bishop Robert Wright’s weekly “FOR FAITH”, go to: 
 

 https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/news/connecting/ 
 

 At the bottom of the page, click on “Sign up for emails”. 

Forward Day By Day Devotional 
 

The August, September, October 2017 devotional booklets (large 
print and regular print) are now available and are located in the in 
the Parish Hall. Pick up your copy today. 

If you are on Facebook, take a moment to “like” the Saint James Episcopal, Clayton, 
Georgia, Facebook Page and invite a friend!  If you don’t have a page yourself, you  
still can visit to see photo albums and notices. 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-James-Episcopal-Clayton-
GA/136165709779019 

 The Saint James Herb Garden is bursting will herbs!  Fennel, 
Oregano, Parsley, Basil, Sage, and MUCH more!  
 

 You are invited to snip whatever herbs you need as you  
prepare your meals– made all the more delicious by using fresh 
herbs from the Herb Garden.  Scissors and plastic bags are  
located in the bird house at the rear of the garden. 

 

RETIREES LUNCH 

The Retirees Lunch will be held on Tuesday, August 1, at noon. We each pay for 

our own meal and enjoy good fellowship.   

https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/news/connecting/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-James-Episcopal-Clayton-GA/136165709779019
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-James-Episcopal-Clayton-GA/136165709779019
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Recycle 
 

Any parts of your bulletin and/or Gazette that you do not want to keep, please 

leave in  the rear of the church following the service.  They will be recycled! 

 
 Brown Bag Sunday 

 

 Thanks to all who bring in groceries once a month for Rabun 
Sharing and Caring.  We are the only church who does this on a 
regular basis!  Please limit the food you bring to small packages.   

A list of grocery needs can be picked up the 3rd Sunday of each 
month, and on the following Sunday  (4th Sunday)  return full  
grocery bags to the Parish Hall.  

On the first Sunday of each month, please bring your donations for the critters at 
Paws4Life, and leave them in the Parish Hall. The shelter needs: Adult & puppy dog 
food, canned & dry cat & kitten food. (Please, no Ol’ Roy brand dog food.) They always 
need cat litter, and appreciate the environmentally friendly wood pellets. The shelter 

staff and their furry residents say, Thanks!  

CARE NOTES  
 

CareNotes are located in the lower entrance to 
the church. Please feel free to go by and see if 
there is a topic that might be helpful for you or 
a friend. A wide range of topics are available to 
you at no cost. There are also CareNotes that 
will help your children and grandchildren. 
Stop by and take a look. 

take a look.  
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A REMINDER: Be sure to clip the General Mill’s Box Tops. Each of these 

little pink labels are worth 10 cents, and it adds up quickly.  Bring them 

to the parish hall whenever you’d like.  There is a little basket on the 

book shelf.  Last year, with your help, Rabun Gap earned $200.  For a small 

school that is not bad, but we can do more and would love the parishioners 

to clip and save for us ( if you are already doing it for another school, 

BRAVO!!!) 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  
Several medical equipment items are available in our inventory for loan. Contact Jack 
Bream if you are in need of an item—we may have it.  

Parish Hall 
 

For all who use the Parish Hall during the week, it would be helpful if you would please 

return the tables and chairs to the place you found them!  Thank you! 

INFORMATION NEEDED  
The Pastoral Care Team would like to collect/update emergency contact information 
for each of our members. Please email or call the church office to provide the name 
and contact information of the person, other than your spouse, that we may contact 

in the event of an emergency.  

NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL CHURCH 
 

The Presiding Bishop is hosting revivals all over the US this year and next. The 
one that will be closes to us is on Sunday, September 17, in the Diocese of  
Georgia. The events are at Honey Creek in Waverly, Georgia, (their Camp Mikell) 
and a neighboring church. To register and share information, follow this link:  
 

https://www.episcopalrevivalingeorgia2017.org.  

https://www.episcopalrevivalingeorgia2017.org
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 If you hold an Ingles Advantage Card, Rabun Gap Middle School parents wish to 
link your card number so you can earn supplies for their school. The Ingles Card does 
many things beyond saving you money it earns you fuel points and it can earn school 

supply points. This is at no cost to you and does not affect your personal points.  
 

 *You can email me your 12 digit number from the back of your card or 

 *Write your name and card number on the sheets found at church, or  
 *Register by following this link and enter in "Rabun Gap": 
 https://www.ingles-markets.com/toolsforschools-link 
 

Thank you, Jan Nash 

https://www.ingles-markets.com/toolsforschools-link
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Featured Quilt– Bev Mannes 
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Featured Artist—Leroy Young 

   “Cosmos, Deep Space, The Grandeur of the Lord’s Creations.  These are the  
elements that I have attempted to visualize in my current body of work. 
 

    The few pieces that are displayed here are Star Babies.  The two with an amount 
of color are from a group of about 18 from a 2014 show. They are done on Arches 
100% rag paper with oil paint.  My feelings about the work concerns gravity, birth 
of stars, the energy expanded, and the solar system’s life forces. With a pointed oil 

brush I would lightly touch the surface of the paper allowing for expansion and 
movement of the wet paint.  It was a relatively quick process.  If the result was  
awkward or not acceptable, that piece would be discarded.  I worked on the small 
pieces for almost a year.   As I worked on the pieces I began to feel a need for larger 
pieces.  No, it did not succeed.  I quickly changed the style to one more closely  

realistic.  I have done about 9 or10 large pieces of about 3x5 feet. 
 

   The large pieces provide me with a totally different feeling, connection, and  

energy.  They exist in a completely different mind field in my psyche and require 
much more conscious attention.  They are all done on stretched canvas and are 
done in oil colors.  They also have a direct connection to real imagery. There is a  
direct visualization to deep space photography provided by NASA. I currently have 
about 2 or 3 pieces in progress.  The processes that assist me in my work are  

fleeting, transparent, and some what mystical  They come and go. “ 
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Saint James Low Country Boil 

Photos by Jan Nash 
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Happy Birthday    Happy Anniversary 

Passages 

8/2 Jan Nash 

8/4 Ann Suich 

8/7 Tom Callahan 

8/14 Tara Southern 

8/17 Bets Berry 

8/18 John Ingram 

8/20 Rocky Hopper 

8/20 Jeremy Nash 

8/21 Conrad Hubbard 

8/24 Dirck Myers 

8/28 Lee Burson 

8/28 John Ezzard 

8/29 Mary Lu Gunn 

8/9 Ann & Gerald Kemper 

8/16 Linda & Bob Holt 

8/17 M.C. & Brian Phillips 

8/19 Linda & Ron Barden 

8/23 Robbin & Walt Henderson 

8/24 Judy & Dirck Myers 

8/27 Jan & Bill Bomar 

8/29 Gretchen & John Howell 

8/31 Bev & Cal Mannes 
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The Lessons appointed for use—RCL Year A 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
(August 6) 
 

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 
2 Peter 1:13-21 

Luke 9:28-36 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(August 13) 
 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(August 20) 
 

Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15: (1-20), 21-28 
 
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(August 27) 
 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
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8:00am  Lector    Eucharistic Minister  Usher 
 

August 6  Terry Thornton  Ginny Heckel   Mary Thornton 
          
August 13  Sandy Hunter  Ginny Heckel   Betsy Elsas 
           Jack Bream  
 
August 20  Kathy Booker  Marcus Booker  Kathy Booker 
  
August 27  Linda Barden   Ron Barden   Linda Barden 
 
 
 
        
10:30am  Lector    Eucharistic Ministers Ushers 
 

August 6  Jacqueline Groover  Deacon Anthony Sgro Becky Callahan 
       Peggy Melton  Tom Callahan 
 
August 13  Mary Lu Gunn  Deacon Anthony Sgro Jan Bomar 
       Jennifer Moore  Bill Bomar 
 
August 20  Susan Staiger  Deacon Anthony Sgro Dustin Emhart 
       Paulette Williams  Gilda Little 
 
August 27  Alan White   Deacon Anthony Sgro Teri Manoogian 
       Rob More   Lynda White 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Counters 
 

August 6 Lawrence Nelms, Terry Klinect 
August 13 Lawrence Nelms, Jim Zobel 
August 20 Lawrence Nelms, Gilda Little 
August 27 Lawrence Nelms, Janice Grant 
 

Lay Servers — Camille Day 
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Saint James Flower Schedule — John Templeton 

August 6, 2017– August 27, 2017 
  
 
 

August 
6 John Templeton  THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, White Altar Hangings 

13 Bev Mannes  The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost-Green Altar Hangings 
20 Peggy Melton  The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost- Green Altar Hangings 
27 J/K Ingram  The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost- Green Altar Hangings 
 

Members 
John Templeton 706-212-0031  jht1938@windstream.net 
Bev Mannes  706-782-9717  bjm99@windstream.net  
Peggy Melton  706-782-5112  eston@windstream.net 
Kathy Booker  706-782-9203  kbooker@truvista.net 
Betsy Elsas  706-782-2122  betsyelsas@gmail.com 
John and Kim Ingram 334-318-2204  kingram@gmail.com 
Karen Pietrowicz 706-782-0781  pietrowiczk@msn.com 
Rebecca Brandon 863-632-5556  rcbasid@aol.com 
Sharyn McCabe 706-782-5594  shay36@bellsouth.net 
 

Please arrange your own substitute if you are unable to do the flowers for your assigned week 
and let Bonnie know by Tuesday of the week before your Sunday. I would also like to know as I 
am keeping the Master Schedule.  All supplies are in the Flower Room.   Please notify me if we 
need oasis or other supplies.  I hope all of you know how much our flowers enrich the worship 
life of Saint James.    Thank you so much!    

mailto:jht1938@windstream.net
mailto:bjm99@windstream.net
mailto:eston@windstream.net
mailto:kbooker@truvista.net
mailto:betsyelsas@gmail.com
mailto:kingram@gmail.com
mailto:pietrowiczk@msn.com
mailto:rcbasid@aol.com
mailto:shay36@bellsouth.net
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The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop                                    

The Rt. Rev. Robert Wright, Bishop, Diocese of Atlanta 

The Rt. Rev. Donald Wimberly, Assisting Bishop, Diocese of Atlanta 

The Very Rev. Mary Demmler 

Dr. Anthony Sgro, Deacon 

Vestry and Staff 

Bonnie Klinect - Parish Admin          706-782-6179 

David Tatum - Treasurer          706-782-2875 

Alan White - Music Director           706-782-3150 

Robin Rogers - Organist          828-837-4219 

Kathy Booker - Parish Nurse           706-782-9203 

Cheryl McKay - Sexton           706-970-7348 

Robert Bleckley - Mowing          706-782-3467 

Ginny Heckel - Newsletter Editor         706-782-5686  

              gheckel@wt.net Scheduler for Lay Ministers 

     Camille Day    706-212-0545 

Lynda White, Sr. Warden  706-782-3150 

Jack Bream, Jr. Warden   706-782-2122  

Crawford Grice    706-782-7387 

Ginny Heckel    706-490-2867 

Terri Manoogian    706-982-9004 

Brian  Phillips    706-746-5160 

Linda Barden - Vestry Clerk  706-746-0272 

“The end result of mission must not be a better church. The end result of mission must be a changed community.”  

Saint James Episcopal Church 
 

260 Warwoman Drive 
P.O. Box 69 

Clayton, GA  30525 
706-782-6179 

 

saintjames@windstream.net 
 

www.stjamesclayton.org 

mailto:gheckel@wt.net
mailto:saintjames@alltel.net
http://www.stjamesclayton.org/

