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What’s Going on at Saint James? 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
January 3   Pastoral Care      9:30am 

January 3   Lectionary Study    11:00am 

January 6   Children’s Twelfth Night    6:00pm 

January 9   Retirees Lunch          noon 

January 10   Lectionary Study    11:00am 

January 13   DOK Gathering    10:00am 

January 16   Vestry       4:30pm 

January 17   Flower Festival Meeting   10:00am 

January 17   Lectionary Study    11:00am 

January 19   Book Club     10:00am 

January 24   Lectionary Study    11:00am 

January 27   EM Training—8am service    9:00am 

January 27   Lector Training      9:30am 

January 27   Usher Training    10:00am 

January 27   EM Training—10:30am service 11:00am 

January 31   Lectionary Study    10:00am 
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From the Rector 

 Instead of an article or reflection, I offer to you an  
invitation into a time of meditation this month. We celebrate 
the visitation of the magi to the Christ child on the feast of the 
Epiphany on January 6. The following Sunday, the First Sunday 
after the Epiphany, always celebrates the baptism of Christ and 
is one of the most traditional days when we welcome new 
saints into the kingdom through the waters of baptism. 
 

 With the season after Epiphany nearly upon us, I invite 
you into a time of meditation on your own baptism and the  
importance of the vows we made or that were made on our  
behalf. It is not a small thing to claim membership in the  
kingdom as one of God’s own children, one of Christ’s ordained 

disciples. Every time we renew our baptismal covenant together, what precisely are 
we committing to do, not just believe? The living out of our faith is outlined by the 
five questions that follow the Apostles Creed in our covenant. 
 

 After the celebrant asks each of the questions, we reply “I will, with God’s 
help.” This is the work to which we commit ourselves anew, fully realizing that we 
cannot do it on our own: only God has the strength and grace to fill us for the  
challenges presented.  
 

 This Epiphany and during the season that follows I encourage you to reflect 
on your own answer “I will, with God’s help”. 
 
 Celebrant        Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of the bread, and in the  prayers? 
 

 The work we do when we gather or are alone in the mission field is extremely 
important. WHAT we do matters as much as our willingness to gather. Each aspect 
of our communal Christian life is important: 
 
 Are you following in the examples, not only of Christ, but that of his  
companions who took up the cross and followed him after the crucifixion,  
resurrection and ascension? Are you tending to your mind as well as your body and 
soul? We must read, study, debate theology as surely as we must come to the  
altar rail to be fed by Christ’s own body and blood. And what of your prayer life? 
Are you engaging in a personal relationship with God? Do you trust him with your 
concerns, needs, celebrations, and joys? 
 
 Celebrant        Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall 
into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
 
        Continued on following page 
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 Regardless of how you define “evil” and its sources, there can be no doubt 
that it does exist in the world and can be extremely inviting and enticing. My  
favorite part of this question is the honest recognition found in “WHENEVER you 
fall into sin”, not “IF”. What are the temptations that most challenge you? Backing 
up into the question, how willing and able are you to acknowledge and name the 
evils in your own life? And when you do own, name, and face them, how often do 
you choose to take the opportunity it affords to strengthen your relationship with 
God? On occasion we can be too light on ourselves by shrugging off our sins and 
saying “I’ll do better next time.” In everything there may not be a reason but 
there certainly is an opportunity to learn, grow, and return to God. 
 
 Celebrant        Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ? 
 

 “Do no harm” is not the same thing as “Do all the good you can, by all the 
means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times 
you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 
 
 That last quote is from our Anglican brother, John Wesley. It is not enough 
to resist evil and live passively in the kingdom. God demands of us action. 
 
 When have you proclaimed the Good News? How? When have you missed 
opportunities to do so? Why? And are you equally committed to proclaim by works 
and not only by words? 
 
 Celebrant        Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself? 
 

 The questions grow even more difficult as they begin to directly address our 
actions in our own lives. It is our calling, the ministry of our ordination by  
baptism, to seek the Christ light in everyone. It is not enough to stand at a  
distance and admire that light, we must engage it and the person who carries,  
making love our goal. What does it mean not only to seek but also to serve? How 
have you defined your love for the rest of humanity? Has it been abstract or real? 
Why is it we so easily dismiss this part of our commitment to Christ?    
 
 Celebrant        Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being? 
 

 Perhaps this is the most difficult question of them all. Each of us as  
individual disciples commits to “strive for justice and peace among all people”. 
How does one Christian work to change the world? How do you, beautiful child of 
God that you are, do something that will help bring justice and peace to all  
people?   
 
 
         Continued on following page 
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 The motto of the Daughters of the King frames this work in a way that feels 
more manageable: 
 

 “For His Sake…I am but one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can 
do something. 
 

 What I can do, I ought to do. What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will 
do. Lord, what will you have me do?” 
 

 What is it you CAN do? What is one “something” you have avoided but know 
is within your ability? 
 

 Finally, who is your most-despised person? Pull into your mind one person 
with whom you cannot bear to be in the same room. Hold that person in your 
mind’s eye. Work hard first to acknowledge that person as a fellow human being 
and not “other”. Now, what about their dignity? How difficult is it to imagine  
extending some respect to that person? Does it feel impossible to push thoughts 
of love and charity towards them rather than animosity and anger or even fear? 
 

 Who are we as baptized Christians? Whose are we as baptized Christians? 
The words we say together matter and so do the actions that flow forth from 
them. I welcome you into a remembrance of your own baptism, thanksgiving for 
the adoption by grace it brings, and prayers to meet the challenges into which it 
calls us. 
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Senior Warden — Lynda White 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR! I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve and Day.  
 

 The season of Advent was just marvelous! Advent is a period of expectant 
waiting and preparation. We were waiting and we were preparing but Saint James 
was also bustling with activity the entire month. The season began with the children 
of Saint James participating in the downtown Clayton Christmas Parade. The theme 
of the float was “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” Thank you to all who helped with the 
parade in donating candy, decorating the float, driving the float, making the  
banners and participating in the parade. We were so proud of Saint James and our 
children.  
 

 We returned to using blue during Advent and Bev Mannes designed and made 
the beautiful new banners displayed in the Nave. The Advent III Service, “Lessons 
and Carols,” was just magnificent. The choir (children and adults), the flutist, the 
guest pianist, Robin, Alan, the readers, and all who participated, really wowed us 
all! So much hard work goes into this type of service and thank you to all who were 
a part of this great event! The flowers, Christmas tree and other decorations were 
in keeping with the expectant waiting and preparation until December 24 when 
Saint James was bright with color. The three services on December 24 (Advent IV 8 
and 10:30, and Christmas Eve) with readings and singing, were the culmination of 
the Advent season. Alleluia, Jesus Christ is born! Thank you to everyone who made 
the Advent season so meaningful. 
 

 The Annual Meeting was held on December 17 and Jan Bomar and Becky  
Callahan were elected as new Vestry members. Congratulations Jan and Becky. The 
Vestry also thanks Terri Manoogian, John Ingram and Crawford Grice for their  
service on the Vestry.  
 

 The Episcopal 101 classes continued and were informative and enjoyable. 
Thank you, Mary+ for the gift of these classes.  
 

 We look forward to 2018 at Saint James! We have so many wonderful people 
doing so many wonderful things in our church. I am so proud to be in your midst. 
 

 Please let me know if you have any questions, ideas or concerns. You may 
contact me at Email:  alanlynda@windstream.net Cell: 404-317-6981 
 

Love and Peace, 
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Junior Warden — Jack Bream 

 We have successfully installed the electronic lock system, and it is  
functioning well, but will probably take some getting used to.  
 

 We have also installed a piscina in the sacristy to allow us to return any 
remaining wine to the earth. 
  
 We are still working on some means of slowing/stopping unauthorized 
traffic through the church grounds.  

Vestry Actions — Linda Barden 

The Vestry met on December 16, 2017. 
 
In addition to addressing several administrative matters, the Vestry took the  
following actions: 
 
 adopted the St. James Financial Management Guidelines, including Appendix     

A-Designated Gift and Endowment Funds and Appendix B-Investment Policy 
Guidelines that were presented at the November meeting; 

 
 approved a resolution recommending that $9,000 of Mary’s+ compensation be 

designated as Housing Allowance for 2018. 
 
Complete Vestry Minutes can be found on the website:  www.stjamesclayton.org.  
Click on Members Pages at the top of the page and select Vestry Minutes. 
 
The next meeting of the Vestry is scheduled for January 16, 2018, at 4:30 p.m. 
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Parish Nurse — Kathy Booker, RN, FCN 

How’s Your Vision?  January is National Glaucoma Awareness Month 
 

 Glaucoma refers to a group of related 
eye disorders that all cause damage to the 
optic nerve that carries information from the 
eye to the brain, and is vital to good vision. 
This damage is often caused by an abnormally 
high pressure in your eye.  Glaucoma is one 
of the leading causes of blindness in the 
United States. It can occur at any age but is 
more common in older adults. 

 Glaucoma usually has few or no initial 
symptoms or pain.  The effect is so gradual 
that you may not notice a change in vision until the condition is at an advanced 
stage.  In most cases, glaucoma is associated with higher-than-normal pressure 
inside the eye — a condition called ocular hypertension. But it also can occur when 
intraocular pressure (IOP) is normal. If untreated or uncontrolled, glaucoma first 
causes peripheral vision loss and eventually can lead to blindness.  Your risk of  
developing glaucoma increases with each decade.   
 

 Vision loss due to glaucoma can't be recovered. So, it's important to have 
regular eye exams that include measurements of your eye pressure. If glaucoma is 
recognized early, vision loss can be slowed or prevented. If you have the condition, 
you'll generally need treatment for the rest of your life. 
 

 While the exact cause of glaucoma is not fully understood, damage to the  
optic nerve is usually related to increased pressure in the eye.  As the nerve  
gradually deteriorates, blind spots develop in your visual field.  Elevated eye  
pressure is due to a buildup of a fluid (aqueous humor) that flows throughout your 
eye. This fluid normally drains into the front of the eye (anterior chamber) through 
tissue (trabecular meshwork) at the angle where the iris and cornea meet. When 
fluid is overproduced, or the drainage system doesn't work properly, the fluid can't 
flow out at its normal rate and pressure builds up.   Glaucoma tends to run in  
families. In some people, scientists have identified genes related to high eye  
pressure and optic nerve damage. 
 

 There are several types of glaucoma, open-angle glaucoma being the most 
common form. The drainage angle formed by the cornea and iris remains open, but 
the trabecular meshwork (drainage system) is partially blocked. This causes  

         Continued on following page 
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pressure in the eye to gradually increase. This pressure damages the optic nerve. 
It happens so slowly that you may lose vision before you're even aware of a  
problem. 
 

 Angle-closure glaucoma, also called closed-angle glaucoma, occurs when the 
iris bulges forward to narrow or block the drainage angle formed by the cornea 
and iris. As a result, fluid can't circulate through the eye and pressure increases. 
Some people have narrow drainage angles, putting them at increased risk of angle
-closure glaucoma.  Angle-closure glaucoma may occur suddenly (acute angle-
closure glaucoma) or gradually (chronic angle-closure glaucoma). Acute angle 
glaucoma is a medical emergency and requires immediate attention. It can be 
triggered by sudden dilation of your pupils. 
 

 In normal-tension glaucoma, your optic nerve becomes damaged even 
though your eye pressure is within the normal range. No one knows the exact  
reason for this. You may have a sensitive optic nerve, or you may have less blood 
being supplied to your optic nerve. This limited blood flow could be caused by 
atherosclerosis — the buildup of fatty deposits (plaques) in the arteries — or other 
conditions that impair circulation. 
 

 It's also possible for infants and children to have glaucoma. It may be  
present from birth or developed in the first few years of life. The optic nerve  
damage may be caused by drainage blockages or an underlying medical condition. 
 

 In pigmentary glaucoma, pigment granules from your iris build up in the 
drainage channels, slowing or blocking fluid exiting your eye. Activities such as 
jogging sometimes stir up the pigment granules, depositing them on the  
trabecular meshwork and causing intermittent pressure elevations. 
 
We know that the symptoms of glaucoma are quiet, so it is important to be aware 
of these risk factors:  
 

 Having high internal eye pressure (intraocular pressure) 
 Being over age 60 
 Being black or Hispanic 
 Having a family history of the condition 
 Having certain medical conditions, such as diabetes, heart disease, high 

blood pressure and sickle cell anemia 
 Having certain eye conditions, such as nearsightedness 
 Having had an eye injury or certain types of eye surgery 
 Early estrogen deficiency, such as can occur after removal of both ovaries 

(bilateral oophorectomy) before age 43 
 Taking corticosteroid medications, especially eyedrops, for a long time. 
 
        Continued on following page 
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 Glaucoma cannot always be prevented, but there are things you can do to 
help with early detection, limiting vision loss or slowing its progress: 

 
 Get regular eye care. Regular comprehensive eye exams can help detect 

glaucoma in its early stages before irreversible damage occurs. As a general 
rule, have comprehensive eye exams every four years beginning at age 40 
and every two years from age 65.  Your doctor may request more frequent 
screening if you're at high risk of glaucoma.  

 

 Know your family's eye health history. Glaucoma tends to run in     
families. If you're at increased risk, you may need more frequent screening. 

 

 Exercise safely. Regular, moderate exercise may help prevent glaucoma 
by reducing eye pressure. Talk with your doctor about an appropriate       
exercise program. 

 

 Take prescribed eyedrops regularly. Glaucoma eyedrops can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk that high eye pressure will progress to glaucoma. To 
be effective, eye drops prescribed by your doctor need to be used regularly 
even if you have no symptoms. 

 

 Wear eye protection. Serious eye injuries can lead to glaucoma. Wear eye 
protection when using power tools or playing high-speed racket sports on 
enclosed courts. 

 
Our vision is such an important piece of our daily life.  Take good care those 
beautiful eyes – you want them to last a lifetime!       
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Parish Committees 

Book Club — Mary Thornton 

 

Date:  January 19 
Time:  10 am 
Place: Sue Paulsen's home 
 

 The book selected for discussion in January is Mrs.  
Osmond: A novel written by John Banville. This book extends 
the story of Isabel Archer, the heroine of Henry James's The Portrait of a Lady 
which we read a few months ago. 
 

 Bring your sack lunch and coffee is always provided. 
 

In the meantime, I hope all of you have a MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY 
NEW YEAR. 
 

Please let me know if you are coming. Any questions, contact Mary 
Thornton at marythornton04@gmail.com or 706-490-5050. 

Stewardship — Ginny Heckel 

 Consecration Sunday, the stewardship commitment  
program endorsed by the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, 
proved to be well-received by parishioners and parish friends. 
 

 The month-long program with three brief talks about stewardship on 
subsequent Sundays, our most engaging guest preacher, the placing of  
commitment cards on the altar, culminating with a catered brunch was a 
success. We saw a 12.5% increase in total pledged amount, and a 10%  
increase in the number of pledges.  More importantly, the focus on giving a 
percent of our income to God for God’s work at Saint James seemed to  
resonate with parishioners and friends. 
 

 In April 2018, we will offer the Time and Talent element of stewardship 
at Saint James. Watch for information about this in the March newsletter. 
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Outreach — Peggy Melton  
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Daughters of the King — Mary Flanigen 

 The Saint James chapter of The Order of the Daughters 
of the King will gather this month on January 13 at  
10:00 AM in the Parish Hall. This will be a catch-up meeting 
to pass along information from the DOK national office as well 
as to plan activities for our gatherings through the end of the 
year. Please show up with some good ideas for us to consider. We have several 
open dates to plan for in 2018 as well as some activities already on the  
calendar. 
 

 We invite anyone who would like to learn more about our Order, or simply 
join us each month in worship, study and fellowship, to attend our gatherings 
and other events. The Saint James Chapter is open for membership to all 
women who are communicants of Saint James Church. Each Daughter pledges 
herself to a life-long program of prayer, service, and evangelism dedicated to 
the spread of Christ’s Kingdom and the strengthening of the spiritual life of the 
parish. 

Flower, Garden & Liturgical Arts Festival—Bev Mannes 

 It's January - that means it's time to start planning the 
Flower, Garden and Liturgical Arts Festival! The festival will be  
Friday and Saturday, June 22 and 23, 2018, with our preview  
reception Thursday evening, June 21. 
 

 We have a great start with our theme of "Flowers and Faiths 
of Many Nations". Each table upstairs and downstairs will feature a 
country with flower arrangements that are typical for that region. 
Most of the tables upstairs have been taken, but a few remain and 
most of the downstairs tables are available. Let me know if you 
want to do one. The garden guild is thinking ahead to plant the  
garden areas for June bloom. 
 

 Please put our monthly meetings on your calendars - they will be the third 
Wednesday of each month at 10:00a.m. in the parish hall. 
 

 Everyone's input is valuable and there are many positions that do not  
require you to arrange flowers- including a co-chair for the chair position. It is a 
great time of fellowship with ideas that fly around about all aspects of the festival, 
so please join us! 
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From the Episcopal Church website: 
 

 Piscina - A small sink, basin, or niche that empties 
into the earth instead of a sewer. It is typically located in 
the sacristy or in the wall of the sanctuary. It may be used 
for the reverent disposal of consecrated wine from the 
Eucharist, blessed water from baptism, and water used in 
washing vessels that have been used for a sacred purpose. 
 

 We have a new piscina at Saint James! Thanks to the 
handiwork of Jack Bream, we have a beautiful copper sink 
on a wooden stand inside of our sacristy with a pipe that 
goes directly to the ground. The sacristy is the room off to 
the right of the altar (as you’re facing the altar). It’s where 
most of our worship supplies are stored and our altar guild does their tremendous 
work of preparing our space for our services. 
 

 In the Episcopal Church we believe that the real presence of Christ is in the 
bread and wine. While it is also a remembrance of the events of the Last Supper, 
we are also participating fully in the mystery of the Eucharist and Christ’s body 
and blood in the elements. They don’t cease to be bread and wine but they also 
aren’t solely bread and wine once the priest has completed the Eucharistic prayer. 
  

 The Book of Common Prayer specifies in its rubrics regarding the Eucharist 
on page 408-409 “If any of the consecrated Bread or Wine remain, apart from 
any which may be required for the Communion of the sick, or of others who for 
weighty cause could not be present at the celebration, or for the administration of 
Communion by a deacon to a congregation when no priest is available, the  
celebrant or deacon, and other communicants, reverently eat and drink it, either 
after the Communion of the people or after the Dismissal.” 
 

 The only alternative to a person consuming the remaining elements is to  
allow the earth to consume them. This is akin to a burial and we think of the 
proper disposal of the consecrated elements in this way. How do we reverently 
tend to a loved one’s body or ashes? 
 

 The piscina allows for our altar guild members to pour the remaining wine 
in the chalice down the piscina, thus directly onto the ground with no risk of the 
wind carrying it or it splashing onto the building or surrounding plants.  
 

 Every church I have worked for has had a piscina - from a large  
congregation in Arlington, VA to a very small mission congregation in Valdosta, 
GA. I have appreciated the option to respectfully and prayerfully pour the  
consecrated wine directly on the ground and the convenience of having the 
piscina near the sink in the sacristy. 
 

 Next time you see an altar guild member at work, first thank them for all 
they do “behind the scenes” to prepare us for worship, then peek inside the    
sacristy and see the trappings of that space, including our new piscina. 

From Reverend Mary 
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Choir — Alan White 

 By now, it is possible that you have taken down the tree, put 
away the stockings, and hauled wrapping paper, bows and boxes to 
the recycle center. We enjoyed being with family and watching the 
grandchildren, all the while eating everything that was placed on the 
counter and table. We leave behind another holiday season and begin to look  
forward to 2018. 
 

 Rest assured, however, that the music of the holiday season will stay with 
me for a very long time. I had looked forward to the Advent and Christmas music 
because it is such a glorious time in the lives of our choirs and church. And a  
glorious time it was indeed. The choir worked hard over several weeks preparing 
for each Sunday’s anthem and for the larger program of Lessons and Carols. This 
program on December 17th was excellent! There were seventeen singers along 
with Robin’s expertise on the piano and organ, and the assistance of Simon Parks 
on the flute. Not only do I feel that those in attendance were proud of our choir, I 
know that the choir members themselves had a feeling of accomplishment and 
satisfaction in the work and performance they had done. 
 

 But of course, let’s not forget that we had a school choir sing on that day 
and again the following Sunday on Christmas Eve. Thank you to those parents 
that supported our students in getting them to the rehearsals and performances. 
We hope to see and hear from these children and young people again soon. 
 

 We believe that this past holiday music season will help develop a  
foundation to build the numbers for our choir and children. As I go forward into 
2018, I really will take the memories of a great music season with me. 
 

Happy New Year! 
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Garden Guild — Kathy Booker 

Pastoral Care Team — Kathy Booker 

The New Year is just around the corner – the Pastoral Care Team has 
been working to provide interesting and educational programs in 2018.  
There are four more Lunch & Learn opportunities planned along with a 
CPR class and a First Aid Course.  Watch for dates and more information 
to come. 

 

 The Pastoral Care Team works to support the rector in providing care as 
needed in the parish and in our community.  Please let a member know if you are 
aware of someone in need of pastoral care. 
 

 Members of the team are Lee Burson, Marcus Booker, Jan Nash, Peggy Melton, 
Zoe Ann Zobel, Katherine Grice, Jane Burinski, Sue Paulsen, Mary Lu Gunn, Paulette 
Williams, Jack Bream, Mary+ Demmler, and Kathy Booker. 

 

Merry Christmas – May your New Year bring much joy and good health! 
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The Forbes Crazy Quilt – Owned by John Templeton  

 A few years ago a couple visited John and me and offered us the remnants 
of a quilt from her family. As we had no space, we thanked them and said “no”. 
Last year when the husband died and as I was helping my friend go through her 
husband’s things, the quilt was again talked about. 
 

 The quilt was originally from Charleston, South Carolina, and was given to 
the aunt of my friend by her grandmother. This was in the mid 1800’s. No one 
knew much about the quilt and didn’t know what to do with it. 
 

 I decided to take the project and believed that it should somehow stay in 
the Forbes family. Bev Mannes agreed to help me with the quilt and thus it is now 
restored and made into a bed quilt. I plan to give it to the great-great-
granddaughter in the Forbes family when she establishes her own home someday. 
Meanwhile, it is packed away waiting to return to its family.  
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Jackie Tatum’s Crazy Quilt 

 My great grandmother, Katie Allen Moore, made this crazy quilt. I love the 
fancy embroidery stitches she used. The wool fabrics were probably old clothes 
although Katie Moore found bright fabrics to liven it up. With all the different   
fabrics and wide variety of embroidery stitches, it makes a great example of what 
makes a quilt crazy. 
 

 The quilt was embroidered with three names: Lida, Ester and Della who we 
believed were Katie’s sisters. Recent genealogical research has proven that 
wrong, though, so who they are is a mystery! 
 

 Katie Allen Moore was born in Seaford Delaware in 1876, she lived until 
1967.  
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Christmas Parade 
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CHRISTMAS at Saint James 
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Parish Posting 

Our new set of Sanctus Bells were blessed and were 
then rung for the first time by Mary Lu Gunn.   
Dedicated to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving of 
the life of our beloved friend, mentor, and priest, 
Reginald Gunn, these bells rang out during the “Holy, 
holy, holy” of the Sanctus during the Eucharist prayer 
on Christmas Eve. 
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From Faulkner Sgro 

John T was at Rabun Gap Nacoochee School one day in November 
with the kindergarteners, teaching them about flowers. He returned 
to help them make arrangements to take home.  FUN! 
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Peripatetic Worship 

From Mary Thornton— 
 

Terry and I attended Christmas 
Eve services at Zoar Lutheran 
Church in Perrysburg, OH. Note 
the Nativity scene in front of the 
altar, all surrounded by a sea of 
red poinsettias filling the entire  
chancel area. Beautiful service in  
a beautiful setting. 

From Ginny Heckel— 
 

Friends and family gathered in Columbia, SC, 
recently for our granddaughter’s graduation 
from the University of South Carolina. 
 

We worshiped at Trinity Cathedral, filling up 
three pews in this beautiful space. 
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Announcements 

RETIREES LUNCH 
The Retirees Lunch will be held at Ishy’s Grill on Tuesday, January 9 at noon.     
We each pay for our own meal and enjoy good fellowship.   

TWELFTH NIGHT PAJAMA PARTY!  
 

Kids of all ages: come explore the twelve days of Christmas and the magic of 
Twelfth Night at our Twelfth Night Pajama Party. Wear your Christmas pajamas 
and bring your favorite stuffed animal. Dinner and hot chocolate will be  
provided. We will meet at the Demmlers’ on Friday, January 5, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

A RETURN TO USING THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 
 

On Sunday, January 7, Saint James will return to using the Book of Common 
Prayer during worship. There are copies of the BCP in the pew backs.  
 

PRAYER BOOK CLASS.  
 

For those of us that are wondering about the transition to using the Book of  
Common Prayer each week, Mary+ will be offering a class in January. Sign up  
in the Parish Hall.  
 

January 14: History  
January 21: Theology  
January 28: Use today for individuals and community  

EPISCOPAL 101 
 
The make-up class for Episcopal 101 on Worship, will be held Sunday, February 18, 
2:00-3:30 p.m. in the Nave. All are welcome to attend this class even if you  
haven’t attended other classes.  

LECTIONARY STUDY 
The Lectionary study is held every  Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. in the parish hall 
with Reverend Mary. 
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THE GO SUMMIT: Local and Global Mission in the Diocese of Atlanta 

This event will be held on Saturday, February 10, 2018, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
the Cathedral of St. Philip, 2744 Peachtree Rd. NW in Atlanta. The keynote speaker 
will be Robert Lupton, founder of Focused Community Strategies and author of  
several books including “Toxic Charity,” “Theirs is the Kingdom”, and “Renew the 
City.” Registration begins January 1 at: 

 www.episcopalatlanta.org/Mission-Work/Around-the-World. 
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FORWARD DAY BY DAY DEVOTIONAL 
 

The November, December, January (2018) devotional booklets 
(large print and regular print) are now available and are located 
in the in the Parish Hall. Pick up your copy today. 

 SAINT JAMES NOTECARDS 

We have beautiful note cards for sale in the church office. 
The cards with our stained glass window on the cover are 
available for $1.00 each, 10 for $8, or 12 for $10. All pro-
ceeds will  benefit the Pastoral Care Team.  

 

2017 SAINT JAMES CALENDARS 
 

The annual Saint James Calendars available for purchase. 
All proceeds from this annual calendar support the Saint 
James Flower, Garden & Liturgical Arts Festival.  To reserve 
your  
calendar, contact Ginny Heckel, gheckel@windstream.net. 

ERD IS READY TO HELP  
Please give today to Episcopal Relief and Development’s Hurricane Relief Fund 
and help our partners reach vulnerable communities devastated after Hurricane 
Irma and other major storms. In the face of what could be a record-breaking 
hurricane season, please make an urgent gift today to provide relief to         
devastated communities in the Caribbean and the US. 

Please send your donations to the Hurricane Relief Fund: 
1. Mail a check to  Episcopal Relief & Development 
     PO Box 7058 
     Merrifield, VA 22116-7058 
2. Online giving 
  http://www.episcopalrelief.org 
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 BROWN BAG SUNDAY 

 
 Thanks to all who bring in groceries once a month for 
Rabun Sharing and Caring.  We are the only church who does 
this on a regular basis!  Please limit the food you bring to small 
packages.  A list of grocery needs can be picked up the 3rd  
Sunday of each month, and on the following Sunday 
(4th Sunday)  return full grocery bags to the Parish Hall.  

On the first Sunday of each month, please bring your donations for the critters at 
Paws4Life, and leave them in the Parish Hall. The shelter needs: Adult & puppy 
dog food, canned & dry cat & kitten food. (Please, no Ol’ Roy brand dog food.) 
They always need cat litter, and appreciate the environmentally friendly wood   
pellets. The shelter staff and their furry residents say, Thanks!  

RECYCLE 
 

Any parts of your bulletin that you do not want to keep, please leave in  
the rear of the church following the service.  They will be recycled! 

PARISH HALL 
 

For all who use the Parish Hall during the week, it would be helpful if you would 
please return the tables and chairs to the place you found them!  Thank you! 

CARE NOTES  
 
CareNotes are located in the lower entrance 
to the church. Please feel free to go by and 
see if there is a topic that might be helpful for 
you or a friend. A wide range of topics are 
available to you at no cost. There are also 
CareNotes that will help your children and 
grandchildren. 
Stop by and take a look.  
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Food Bank of Northeast Georgia is always interested 
in new volunteers.  If you are interested in having a good 
time and helping families in need in north east Georgia 
the Food Bank is the place to do it.  If you are interested 
as an individual or if you could organize a group to      
volunteer in the evening, please drop by the Food Bank or 
contact Robin Canady at 706-782-0780 or email at                                          
volunteer.mtn@foodbanknega.org.    

 

NEW FLOWER CHART—2018 
The 2018 flower chart for designating flowers on the altar each Sunday is located 
on the bulletin board in the parish hall. Parishioners can honor, celebrate, or   
remember a special occasion or person.  Choose the Sunday you wish, then send 
a contribution of $30.00 to the church office to cover the cost of the flowers. 

INFORMATION NEEDED  
The Pastoral Care Team would like to collect/update emergency contact  
information for each of our members. Please email or call the church office to  
provide the name and contact information of the person, other than your spouse, 
that we may contact in the event of an emergency.  

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT BEING A MASTER GARDENER? 
 
If you would like to learn more about soil, trees, lawns, shrubs, flowers, etc.;  
teaching youth and others about gardening, and helping in your community as a  
volunteer this class is for you. The Master Gardener class for 2018 is forming 
and is open to resident of Habersham, Rabun and White counties. Classes will 
be held on Tuesdays from 9-11, March 6-May 22. For more information contact 
Steven Patrick, Habersham County Extension Service at 706-754-2318 or email 
stevep@uga.edu. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  
Several medical equipment items are available in our inventory for loan. Contact 
Jack Bream if you are in need of an item—we may have it.  
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 To sign up for Bishop Robert Wright’s weekly “FOR FAITH”, go to: 
 
 https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/news/connecting/ 
 
 At the bottom of the page, click on “Sign up for emails”. 

NEW EAGLE CARDS AVAILABLE 
The new Eagle Discount Card is available in the church office. If you    
enjoy eating out, the Eagle Card will save you money with 28 businesses 
offering fantastic continued use discounts, good until September 1, 2018!  
Cards are $20 each and benefit the good works of the Rabun Gap -     
Nacoochee Parents Association. 

If you are on Facebook, take a moment to “like” the Saint James Episcopal,  
Clayton, Georgia, Facebook Page and invite a friend!  If you don’t have a page 
yourself, you  still can visit to see photo albums and notices. 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-James-Episcopal-Clayton-
GA/136165709779019 

A REMINDER: Be sure to clip the General Mill’s Box Tops. Each of 
these little pink labels are worth 10 cents, and it adds up 
quickly.  Bring them to the parish hall whenever you’d like.  There is 

a little basket on the book shelf.  Last year, with your help, Rabun Gap 
earned $200.  For a small school that is not bad, but we can do more and 
would love the parishioners to clip and save for us ( if you are already do-
ing it for another school, BRAVO!!!) 
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 If you hold an Ingles Advantage Card, Rabun Gap Middle School parents 
wish to link your card number so you can earn supplies for their school. The Ingles 
Card does many things beyond saving you money it earns you fuel points and it 
can earn school supply points. This is at no cost to you and does not affect your 
personal points.  
 
 *You can email me your 12 digit number from the back of your card or 
 *Write your name and card number on the sheets found at church, or  
 *Register by following this link and enter in "Rabun Gap": 
 https://www.ingles-markets.com/toolsforschools-link 
 
Thank you, Jan Nash 
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Happy Birthday     Happy Anniversary 

Passages 

January 2  Kathy Ford 

January 3  Linda Sanders 

January 4  Terry Thornton 

January 5  Shirley Leavens 

January 8  Robin Rogers 

January 10  Tom Dusenberry 

January 10  Jim Zobel 

January 10  Jack Brandon 

January 11  Jeff Rice 

January 14  Sara Nelms 

January 16  Robie Fisch 

January 20  Ferris Leslie 

January 20  Cayden Kennedy 

January 23  Tatum Young 

January 28  Bob Grant 

Liz & Rocky Harper   January 7 

Elaina Cochran & Tyrie Smith January 22 

Tatum & Leroy Young  January 23 

Jane & Tom Burinski  January 24 
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The Lessons appointed for use—RCL Year B 

EPIPHANY 
(January 6) 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Mathew 2:1-12 
 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
(January 7) 
 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
(January 14) 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 
 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
(January 21) 
 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62:6-14 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
(January 28) 
 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 
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Saint James Flower Schedule — John Templeton 

January  
 7  Betsy Elsas  The First Sunday after the Epiphany, Baptism of Our Lord Jesus  
     Christ—White Altar Hangings        
14  Rebecca Brandon The Second Sunday after the Epiphany—Green Altar Hangings 
21   Karen Pietrowicz The Third Sunday after the Epiphany—Green Altar Hangings 
28  Sharyn McCabe The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany—Green Altar Hangings 
 
February 
  4  Tim Burns  The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany—Green Altar Hangings 
11  Peggy Melton The Last Sunday after the Epiphany—Green Altar Hangings 
18  Twigs   The First Sunday in Lent—Purple Altar Hangings 
25  Twigs   The Second Sunday of Lent—Purple Altar Hangings 
 
March 
   4 Twigs    The Third Sunday of Lent—Purple Altar Hangings 
 11  Twigs    The Fourth Sunday of Lent—Purple Altar Hangings 
18  Twigs   The Fifth Sunday of Lent—Purple Altar Hangings 
25  Kathy Booker Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday—Red Altar Hangings 
  
April 
   1 Guild   Easter Day—White Altar Hangings 
   8 Bev Mannes  Second Sunday of Easter—White Altar Hangings 
 15  John Templeton Third Sunday of Easter—White Altar Hangings 
 22  Betsy Elsas  Fourth Sunday of Easter—White Altar Hangings 
 29  Rebecca Brandon Fifth Sunday of Easter—White Altar Hangings 
 
Members 
John Templeton  706-212-0031  jht1938@windstream.net 
Bev Mannes   706-782-9717  bjm99@windstream.net  
Peggy Melton  706-782-5112  eston@windstream.net 
Kathy Booker  706-782-9203  kbooker@truvista.net 
Tim Burns      404-663-4126  timb10pop@yahoo.com 
    201-658-4961   
Sharyn McCabe  706-782-5594  shay36@bellsouth.net.   
Karen Pietrowicz  706-782-0781  pietrowiczk@msn.com 
Betsy Elsas   706-783-2122  betsyelsas@gmail.com 
Rebecca Brandon  863-632-5556  rcbasod@aol.com 
 
Please arrange your own substitute if you are unable to do the flowers for your assigned 
week and let Bonnie know by Tuesday of the week before your Sunday. I would also like to 
know as I am keeping the Master Schedule.  All supplies are in the Flower Room.  Please 
notify me if we need oasis or other supplies.  I hope all of you know how much our efforts 
enrich the worship services of Saint James.   
 
Flowers closest to Sept.26th are in memory of Bo Mentzer, closest to December 17th in 
memory of Elizabeth Murrell, and Elizabeth Williams on September 12th.  These are annual 
requests. 
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The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop                                   

The Rt. Rev. Robert Wright, Bishop, Diocese of Atlanta 

The Rt. Rev. Donald Wimberly, Assisting Bishop, Diocese of Atlanta 

The Rev. Mary Demmler, Rector 

Dr. Anthony Sgro, Deacon 

Vestry and Staff 

Bonnie Klinect Parish Admin      706-782-6179 

David Tatum  Treasurer      706-782-2875 

Alan White Music Director       706-782-3150 

Robin Rogers Organist      828-837-4219 

Kathy Booker Parish Nurse        706-782-9203 

Cheryl McKay Sexton        706-970-7348 

Robert BleckleyMowing      706-782-3467 

Ginny Heckel - Newsletter Editor   706-782-5686    
         gheckel@wt.net 

Lynda White, Sr. Warden  706-782-3150 

Jack Bream, Jr. Warden  706-782-2122  

Jan Bomar    706-782-1436 

Becky Callahan   706-782-8429 

Ginny Heckel    706-490-2867 

Brian  Phillips    706-746-5160 

Linda Barden - Vestry Clerk  706-746-0272 

“The end result of mission must not be a better church. The end result of mission must be a changed community.” 

Saint James Episcopal Church 
 

260 Warwoman Drive 
P.O. Box 69 

Clayton, GA  30525 
706-782-6179 

 
saintjames@windstream.net 

www.stjamesclayton.org 


